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From the Pastor 

          1/25 
 

 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
One of the first things I joined at 
First Church was the Spiritual 
Retreat last week Tuesday. I still 
think about it. Spirituality is the 
source of energy we all need to 
fulfill our calls. Spirituality needs 
time. Spirituality needs time in our 
worships. Protestant worship is often 
pretty much focused on the word – 
Luther’s heritage. Understandable as 
the church at this time had lost the 
word and served more its own 
interest. And to make sure that we 
don’t get distracted from the word 
the reformed tradition made sure that 
all pictures were thrown out of the 
churches; these pictures had 
educating character as people 
usually were not able to read. But 
these pictures often got also used to 
scare people; scared people are 
easier to lead. Now we all can read. 
But now we sit in imageless 
churches and have nothing else than 
our ears and tongues; we are not 
scared anymore, but feel often 
somehow oddly cold and unsatisfied.  
 

[continued on last page] 
 
 
 
 

                                   
                               News from                         
                         Around the Parish     
                              
                                                
                         by Peg Lorenz 
 

Last month when we wrote 
the HORN we were saying farewell 
to our interim pastor, Doug Clark 
and wishing him well. He reported 
that he is now the interim pastor at 
Cleveland Park UCC in northwest 
Washington.The three weeks 
between Doug’s leaving and Peter's 
arrival were handled by the Worship 
Commission and we are especially 
grateful them and their leadership--
and to Susie Hayward who 
skillfully took Ron's sermon notes 
for Sunday the 25th and turned them 
into a dialogue between Richard and 
herself. We were so sorry that Ron 
was in bed with the flu that day.  

This writer must confess that 
she went to the "retreat" on Tuesday, 
October 27th out of loyalty to the 
church.  She came home much 
refreshed and thankful that she had 
gone. Polly Gordon brought the 
food, thank you; Karen Byrne and 
Susie Hayward led the two hour 
retreat which I believe all of us 
found moving and helpful. Thank 
you so much. The quiet sharing in 
candlelight kept us focused. 

This month we extend and 
warm welcome to our new pastor, 
Peter Dennebaum, who started his 
ministry with us on October 26th. 
He is very quickly becoming 
integrated into our community. He  



 2 
came cycling out in the rain on 
Tuesday to attend the retreat and 
again on Thursday for choir 
rehearsal. He is anxious to get to 
know us individually and seeking 
opportunities to meet with us. 
         The service on November 1 
began at 10th and G where about 25 
of us gathered for a brief worship 
service and a good view of the big 
hold in the ground. 

 
  From there we walked to Trinity 
singing and making noise!  It was 
great.   

�
 

Our service at Trinity was very 
special because we celebrated all 
saints day and communion. Ron and 
Chris were with us, the music was 
wonderful and Peter’s sermon 
spoken and acted centered on the 
book of Ruth. Peter was welcomed 
into membership at First Church and 
presented with a beautiful green 
stole made by the First Church 
quilters. We saw many old friends 
and new and were especially happy 
to see James Robb and Claricia 
Cummings. Coffee hour lasted a 
long time as the celebration 
continued.   

There is lots of interesting 
and exciting news this month. The 
Marine Corps marathon produced a 
lot of problems for Virginians trying 
to get to church on time, but caused 
no problem for Eric Steiner and 
Jennifer Walker who ran the 
Marathon, after which Eric proposed 
and she said, "Yes!"  We cannot say 
we are terribly surprised but we are 
very happy for them and extend 
congratulations. It could not happen 
to a nicer couple. 
Speaking of running, Ben Withbroe 
came in first in a recent meet of all 
Montgomery County high school 
freshmen. Congratulations! He 
credits his confirmation mentor, 
Peter Tracey, with helping to 
inspire him. That is so good to hear. 
Susie Hayward and Mari 
Castellanos represented First 
Church at the Marriage Equality 
hearing before the DC City Council 
on October 26th. Thank you both for 
speaking on our behalf. We are very 
hopeful that the legislation will pass. 

An email from Keisa 
Bennett tells us that she has 
purchased a home and expects it will 
take years to get unpacked! She glad 
for the good news about 10th and G. 
--aren't we all? 
You will be interested to know that 
Monte Hillis , our wonderful intern 
of late, will be ordained on 
November 15th at National City 
Christian Church. 

Susan Peacock thanks 
everyone for their messages and 
prayers as her father underwent open 
heart surgery. He is now in rehab 
and Susan will travel out to Illinois  
to be with him for two weeks when 
he comes home. Please hold them in 
their prayers as well as Ron and 
Chris Hopson and Ron's brother. 

 
 
 
 

Travel news: 
Joan King is quickly making up for 
lost time due to her broken leg 
which kept her confined. She has 
just returned from Portland, OR 
where she visited her granddaughter 
and family. She'll be in Indiana with 
relatives for Thanksgiving and then 
in Texas with her mother and family 
for Christmas. Phyllis Gillie Jaffee 
and new husband left November 3 
for three weeks in Italy, a week each 
in Rome, Naples and Sicily. 
Our most widely traveled friend, 
Tom Lopp, will spend 
Thanksgiving in Seattle with family 
and then leave the first week in 
December for the Dominican 
Republic. Christmas will be in 
Honduras. Barbara Hayes is on 
another cruise. This time with her 
sister in the Caribbeaan visitng  
islands they have not visited on 
previous trips. 
 
IMPPORTANT NOTICE FROM 

COUNCIL 
A short Congregational meeting is 
called for November 15th, 2009 in 
the sanctuary immediately following 
the worship service to act on items 
presented, discussed,  but not voted 
on, at the Fall Congregational 
meeting: 1)approve changes in the 
by-laws; 2)elect Peter Tracey, Karen 
Pence and Carolyn Marsh to be the 
Nominating Committee for 2010. 
and  3) if necessary, approve the 
2010 asking budget 
 
The Outreach and Membership 
Commission is sponsoring two 
Nurtures in November on the Theme   
"Welcoming the Stranger" 
November 15 "Welcoming the 
Stranger: Part I"  
As we welcome our new pastor we 
will step back and think 
intentionally about how each of us 
came to know First Church. Once 
we were all strangers. What does it  
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mean to welcome strangers into our 
church? Before we try to answer 
that question, however, we will 
remember personal stories about 
how and when we have felt 
welcomed. Long time and new 
members will share memories about 
how they found us and how they 
were treated. Even thought we don't 
have our new building yet, it is time 
to think together about what we 
need to do to welcome strangers 
more effectively. 
November 22 "Welcoming the 
Stranger: Part II" 
Our pastor, Peter Dennnebaum, is 
no longer a stranger. However, 
there was a time when he did not 
know anything about us. He will 
share how he came to know us 
and what has made him feel 
welcome. We will talk together 
about specific strategies and 
plans that can make First Church 
more welcoming congregation.  
 

Calendar for November  
 

Sunday, November 1 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Sunday Worship &       
     Communion 
     Preaching:  Peter Dennebaum 
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 

Wednesday, November 4 
  5:00   Volunteers at Thrive DC  
  7:30   Choir Rehearsal  

Thursday, November 5 
  7:30   Choir Rehearsal  

Saturday, November 7 
  6:p0   Pizza Party  

Sunday, November 8 
11:30   Worship Commission 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Sunday Worship  
     Preaching:  Peter Dennebaum 
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
  2:30   Nurture 

Monday, November 9 
  6:30   Finance Commission 
 
Tuesday, November 10 
  6:45   Care of Parish 
 
Thursday, November 12 
  6:30   Outreach Commission 
  7:30   Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, November 15 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Sunday Worship  
     Preaching:   
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
  2:30 Nurture: "Welcoming the 
Stranger: Part I" 

Tuesday, November 17 
  6:00   Community Chorus 
  6:30   Council 
 
Thursday, November 19 
  7:30   Choir Rehearsal 

The Union Thanksgiving Service   
             will be held at: 
 
Sunday, November 22 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Sunday Worship  
     Preaching:   
     Loretta Uzzelle and the  
     Community Chorus 
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
  2:30 Nurture: "Welcoming the    
      Stranger: Part II" 

Thursday, November 26 
  11:00   The Union Thanksgiving  
       Service 

Sunday, November 8 
11:30   Worship Commission 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Sunday Worship  
     Preaching:   
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christmas Poinsettias  

Order Form  
My [our] name (s): 
_________________________
_________________________ 
 
In Honor of: ______________ 
_________________________ 
Or 
Or 
 
In Memory of: _____________ 
_________________________ 
Number of plants to order at  
Number of plants to order at  
$7.00 each_________ 
 
Enclose payment – Write a 
check to: FCC. Please mark 
“Poinsettias” on the check 
memo:       
1] drop the check and order 
from in the offering 
2] mail them to the church at 
309 E Street, NW., Washington, 
DC  20001 
 
Money received beyond the cost of 

poinsettias will be used 
for the flower fund 
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Faith United Church of Christ, 
4900 10th Street NE, 

Washington, DC 
 

Thanksgiving Day – 
Thursday, November 26, 2009 

at 11 A.M. 
(light refreshments will be served 

beginning 10:15) 
 

This year preacher is Rev. Sterling 
Morse, Pastor of 15th Street 
Presbyterian Church. 
 
Congregations and Pastors 
participating: 
Rev. Graylan Scott Hagler, 
Plymouth Congregational UCC 
Rev. Nathan Harris, Lincoln 
Congregational Temple UCC 
Rev. Michael Murphy, People’s 
Congregational Rev. Peter 
Dennebaum, First Congregational 
UCC 
Revs. Christine and Dennis Wiley, 
Covenant Baptist Church 
Rev. Sterling Morse, Fifteenth 
Street Presbyterian Church 
Faith United Church of Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[continued from page 1] 

 
My soul is yearning for times of 
silence and for praying. I would love 
to listen to a small waterfall or a 
fountain in church. …Or listening to 
meditative (live) music. But also my 
eyes want variety – like to the Ruth 
play we had last Sunday --- I am still 
so thankful to our six volunteers and 
their willingness to share with their 
body language so much human 
insight! Apropos body: Do we do 
anything for our bodies in our 
worships? At the spiritual retreat 
Anne Mascolino led us in a session 
of body focused Asian meditation. In 
our intellect focused culture we 
often forget this carrier of our 
earthly consciousness.    
 
Today John Touchton and I had 
already our second meeting within 
my first 9 days here. We both hope 
that we can get set up with the help 
of the worship commission in near 
future a Taize worship, which will 
nurture us in darkness with light, 
music, silence and word. We need 
those oases for recharging. And we 
need these oases not only once or 
twice the year, we need them as 
inclusive part of all our worships. 
And we need not only one form, but 
a whole range of spiritual offers. 
This was probably why I liked the 
retreat so much and why I think that 
Susie Hayward, Karen Byrne, Anne 
Mascolino and Richard Griffis did 
such a great job.  
 
On the last 25 months in the desert 
you will find more and more oases. 
Watch out for them. And allow 
yourself to recharge; God will guide 
you!  
 
Peter 
(D.C., Nov 4th, 2009) 
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1     Peter & Karen Byrne, Jim Estes, 
Krisry Goodfellow 
8     Dwight Marsh, Nora Marsh, 
Bob Crossley, Jennie Hunt 
15    Nancy Withbroe, Paul 
Smolinsky, Jamey Moore, Linda 
Carder 
22    Nan & Nick McConnell, 
Fredda Sparks 
29    Gail Sonneman, Suzanne 
Snyder, Faith Brightbill, Phyllis 
Evans 
 
 
 

November Birthdays 

 
 
John Smeltzer, Samuel Goff-
Glennon, Priscilla Waters, Ann 
Bushmiller, Amy Dugan, Giacomo 
Mecagni, Hugh Bushmiller, John 
Evans-Klock, Linda Carder, Marka 
Hayes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


