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From the Pastor

(24 Gabriel's Horn

| editions left to our first
| Christmas Eve service
| at 10t /G)

A German Christmas

News from
Around the Parish

by Peg Lorenz

To start our December Horn, | refe
to a recent email sent INick

As my family celebrated

¥ November 29 issue. Nick has som

\ United Church of Christ. Please ta
#®/ time to read it. Thank you, Nick.

Mainzer Domchor,
photographed in front of the bisho
seat with the Episcopal coat of arm
on the sides the choir seats.
Conductor: Prof. Mathias
Breitschaft

Christmas - as all other High
Liturgical Days of the year- was
always busy for us ...for me, my
brothers, but especially my mother
Because first |, then later also my
three little brothers were singers in
the Mainzer Cathedral Choir
(Mainzer Domchor). And my mothe
drove us during the year back and
forth to the rehearsals three times
week, the services and concerts.
[continued on following page]

Despite all the hoopla over Black

Benton, a member of our church
who owns and publishes the Falls
Church News Press. He sent out t
our listserv his article in the

very good things to say about the

Friday and the great shopping
season, Thanksgiving, one of this
writer’s favorite holidays | know
most First Church folk took time to
celebrate and give thanks.

©

S‘[he Advent season was ushered if
at First Church with a Taize servict
on November 3QJohn Touchton
andPeter Dennebaunplanned the
beautiful candlelight service of
music, chants, meditation and
prayer. It was a moving experience
for all who came. “Coffee Hour”
preceded the service so we could
leave the church in silence. It is
hoped that we will do this again. S
the schedule of activities at the

,,church during advent and participa
as much as you are able.

AThe most celebrative news we hav

this month is the coming retirement

of Liz Warren.
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She has been a psychiatric nurse {
50 years, most of which have beer
at the Washington Hospital Center
That's a long time in a noble
profession. We rejoice and celebra
with her.

Who came and went for
Thanksgiving/Anne andTom
Mascolino were with their son,
Andrew and his family in Memphis|
Phyllis Gillie Jaffe returned from
three glorious weeks in Italy and
spent Thanksgiving with her son a
daughter-in-law and their four
dongs.Pat Ashbrook was very
happy to spend Thanksgiving in
Thomas House! She is recovering
nicely successful knee surgery. S
will be able to resume normal
activities in a few weeks he
Zikmunds have been traveling
around, as usualdoewent to the
Suncoast Jazz Festival near Tamp
Florida, a couple of weeks ago.
BBZ gave a big presentation at a
Southern Conference UCC Clergy
Institute in North Carolina on the
Afro-Christians in the United
Church of Christ. Thanksgiving wa
spent with BBZ's sister and family
in Columbus, Ohio. They were
joined by their son Brian and his
family from Michigan. The big
family news is that their nephew
Andrew is getting married in May i
Boston Suzanne Snyderher
husband\eil Wilson and sonTom
went to Pennsylvania to have
Thanksgiving with her family.
Suzanne’s parents were unable to
attend the gathering because her
father had just gotten out of the
hospital. Mr. Snyder’s health is

precarious and doctors are trying to-.

determine what more can be done
help him. Please hold Suzanne an
her family in your prayers.

Doug Clark reports that he
participated in an Alban Institute
clergy retreat Nov. 10-12 that was

[dnspiring and thought-provoking. H

1 would like to thank First Church for

.their farewell gifts that made this
retreat possible for him.

'8 1,6 Word Made Flesh: Christ as
Sign (language) of God in Deaf
Theology” is the title of paper
delivered bylames Estesn

Montreal at the annual meeting of t
American Academy of Religion.
After returning home James had a
minor surgical procedure and later
rfpent a few days of R and R in Ney
England.

The Whitman High School choir in
which Molly Bennett, Phyllis

Evans’ granddaughter, sings will
e performing at the Kennedy Cent
on December 19, 21 and 22. They
will be at Strathmore on the ¥3So
good are they that they will be

singing in Carnegie Hall in April.
a,

[Peter’s article continued from
page 1]

| joined the Mainzer Domchor as
Syoung boy in the age of 7 and left 3
male voice in the age of 20.

The cathedral was built 976 by
Archbishop Willigis. The Mainzer
Domchor was founded 1866 by
bishop Wilhelm Emmanuel Ketteler

Mainz is the
city | was
born in.
History is
here
everywhere:
. - 2000 years
{ Id, founded as an old Roman Solq
4camp; Rests of the Roman pipelin
do still exist. Mainz is the city of
Johannes Gutenberg, the global
inventor of themechanical printing
press(around 1439). Together with

ecarnival in Germany. Today is
Mainz a modern city with a
population of 200,000 people;
Mainz is located 19 miles southwe
of Frankfurt am Main at the river
Rhine.
In this traditional and historical
environment | grew up and in this

Laur family celebrated Christmas.

Christmas Eve the choir met at
3:30pm for warm up the voices in i
rehearsal rooms, which are

y connected to the cloisters of the

t

choir dresses solemnly through the
main cathedral aisle to the front. O
the stairs to the altar we took

e;ormation. Here at 4:15 we started
carol. Afterwards we turned arounc
and went around the altar on top o
the West quire. At 5 pm the
Christmas Eve service started, led
by the bishop. While the sons werg
singing our family traditionally sat
in front of the first pew on the
ground; Just grandma was in her
wheelchair. Her highlight was year
to year to get communion from the

ishop himself, who usually targete
the people in wheelchairs first.
After the service we drove home fd
gift giving and dinner-

]
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When we came home after the
Christmas Eve service, the glass
living room door was covered.
When we had left home father had
decorated the Christmas tree and
Mum set up the manger.

-

Coming home we four brothe
disappeared usually into our roor
to wrap the last gifts. Meanwhile

7

father was lightin
the Christmas tre
And until the bell
rang none of us
had seen the treg
the mander.

Together as family we entered the

Cologne and is Mainz the capital fa

r
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cathedral. Then we processed in our
n
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room.

Each of us does still today where t
go — | to the piano, my father with
his mandolin to my right, my next
younger brother Gereon (internist)
as singer to the couch, my brother
Tonke (catholic priest) with his
viola and my youngest brother
Martin (pediatrician) with his cello
somewhere in my back. Mother,
grandma and other relatives are
sitting at the table.

We all have the same notebooks.
Usually | start with “Silent Night”.

Then everybody can make own
proposals. My favorite is “Tochter
Zion” (Daughter Zion), but “O
Tannenbaum” remains our natural
family hymn.

Before we get dinner a lot of carol$

get sung, Then gifts are handed
over, | like the way how we do it —
instead that everybody rips the gift
selfish all at the same time without
paying attention to the emotions of
the other we give our presents ong
after another in order of age.
Usually we honor first the oldest
among us, which was for so many
years grandma, now dad. The
advantage of this procedure:
Everybody shares happiness with
each other. No Christmas without
fathers little penknife, with which
year for year more and more gift
wrap paper could be saved for the
next year.

Dinner is traditionally “Serbisches
Reisfleisch” (Serbian Rice-Meat).
But before we get to this, during
caroling there is something, which
has to happen each year. It was

0

presented as long as | can think by
my grandma, Since her death it is
my mother, who preserves this
tradition. It is a poem by Josef
Freiherr von Eichendorf. With th
German Christmas poem | will er
this article. | dedicate it to you
Merry Christmas!

Peter
Weihnachten Christmas
Markt und Market and
StralRen stehn | streets are
verlassen, deserted,
Still erleuchtet | Peacefully
jedes Haus, lightened every

house
Sinnend geh' | Musing | go
ich durch die | through the
Gassen, streets
Alles sieht so | Everything
festlich aus. looks so
feastful.

An den In the windows

?| Fenstern haben women have
Frauen tastefully

s Buntes decorated
Spielzeug colorful toys
fromm devotionally.

» | geschmiuickt
Tausend Thousand
Kindlein stehn | children stand
und schauen and watch
Sind so Are so
wundervoll delightful
beglickt. happy.

Il

wn

=

Und ich wandre

Bis hinaus ins
jfreie Feld,

Hehres
Glanzen,
heil'ges
Schauern!

Wie so weit und
still die Welt!

aus den Mauern of the city

And | hike out

Into the open
field.

Sacred
shimmer, holy
shiver!

How so wide
and quiet the
world!

Sterne hoch dig
Kreise
schlingen;

Aus des
Schnees
Einsamkeit

Steigt's wie
wunderbares
Singen —

O Du
gnadenreiche

Zeit!

Stars high
looping the
circles;
Out of

the snows
loneliness

It does arise
like miraculous
singing --

O, you merciful
time!

'But on each of the two following

Christmas days (which are holidays in
Germany) we went back and sang the
High Pontifical Masses in the morning
and the vespers in the afternoon.

2 During Advent we have the Advent
wreath. The Christmas tree stays fron
Christmas Eve to January 6.




Calendar for December

Wednesday, December 2
4:30 Volunteers at Thrive DC

Thursday, December 3
7:30 Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, December 6
12:00 Bible Workbench
1:00 Sunday Worship &
Communion
Preaching: Peter Dennebaum
2:00 Fellowship Hour
2:30 Advent Nurture
Tuesday, December 8
5:30 Green Action Committee
6:45 Care of Parish

Wednesday, December 9
5:30 “Stolen Party”

Thursday, December 10
6:00 Outreach & Membership
Commission
7:30 Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, December 13

11:.00 Worship Commission

12:00 Bible Workbench

1:00 Sunday Worship
Preaching: Peter Dennebaum

2:00 Fellowship Hour

2:30 Advent Nurture

Monday, December 14
6:30 Finance Commission

Tuesday, December 15
6:30 Council

Thursday, December 10
7:30 Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, December 20
12:00 Bible Workbench
1:00 Sunday Worship

Christmas Pageant
2:00 Fellowship Hour

Tuesday, December 22
6:00 Community Chorus
rehearsal

Thursday, December 24
7:00 Christmas Eve Service

Sunday, December 27
12:00 Bible Workbench
1:00 Sunday Worship
Loretta Uzzelle and Community
Chorus
2:00 Fellowship Hour

CHRISTMASTIDE SAVE THE
DATES:

December 6:Deadline for ordering
poinsettias

December 12:Afternoon of roving
carol singing for shut-ins
December 13:Second Sunday
offering: Christmas Fund
December 20:Children's Pageant
and Cookie Exchange

December 24:Joint Evening
worship service with FTLC
January 3: Young Adults and Auld
Lang Syne.

December Birthdays

Larry Minear, Bonnie Ponwith, Joe
Zikmund, Phyllis Evans, Grace
Bassler, Diana Gomez de Molina,
Emily Marsh, David Hayes, Bob
Crossley, Mari Castellanos,
Madeline Goff-Glennon, Howard
Wilbur, Dwight Marsh, Susan
Anderson, Jocelyn Bassler, Brian
Bucks, Yolanda Ross, Graham
Andrew Marsh, Jasper and Cory
Evans-Klock

[Fgc* ottee
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6 Anne & Tom Mascolino,
Barbara Hayes, Faith Brightbill

13 Cindy Mazur, Susan Peacock

Randy Herrick-Stare, John Smeltz
20 Marka & David Hayes, Polly
Gordon, Sylvester Jackson

27 Anne & Richard Griffis, Susan
& Doug Anderson

Christmas Poinsettias
Order Form

My [our] name (S):

In Honor of:

Or
In Memory of:

Number of plants to order at
$7.00 each

Enclose payment — Write a
check to: FCC. Please mark
“Poinsettias” on the check
memo:

1] drop the check and order
form in the offering

2] mail them to the church at
309 E Street, NW., Washingtomn
DC 20001

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
DEADLINE FOR ORDERING

er




