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AG EN DA 2020 — The effort to describe a
Church of Liberation
for a new Christian generation

The vision. The program. The promise.

If it is correct what | learned from John Deckenback, our UCC conference minister, and others that
our congregation has national attention within our denomination our program and strategy should
reflect this. It means for me to be a congregation as we wish that the whole UCC should look like.

The following points reflect my vision. It offers you my program and searches to continue the
debate about the churches identity. My theology is based on God’s promises and the prophetic
tradition in the first and second testament. The motto of my ministry is JUSTICE: Justice for
creation, for us (identity), to others (relationships) — justice between groups, nations, ethnics,
races, genders, sexual orientations, areas, life conditions, accessibility to resources and much
more.

Theological Preamble:
LIBERATION is based on a “God alone” faith.

The first commandment starts on purpose with the most important one:

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you
shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for | the Lord your God am a jealous
God...” (Deut 5: 6-10)

This is the way how | read this first commandment:

In our life we get confronted with thousands of different selfish interests; our boss in the office
thinks primarily about his own career (God 1), the company owner accepts us only as long as we
help him to grow his own property (God 2). Each ad we hear in Safeway or see on TV promises

some kind of “salvation” — but has nothing else in mind than to get our purses out and to make

again usually first other people happy. The sum of all selfish interests is not the best of the
common welfare. (Why do we have global warming? Why did the get the financial crises?) God
liberates us from the claims of totality these demands often have. God'’s liberation helps us to get
everything in relation ... as our Trinitarian God is relationship per se.



JUSTICE

The word “justice” is an inter-relational word. Another word for “justice” is fairness. The question
“What is just/fair?” only can be answered, when we answer the question “What is a human/
creature right?”

o Is it fair that some people have access to the best schools and the best doctors and others
do not --- although all people have the same value for God?

0o What does it mean for us Christians in the Western Hemisphere, when our life style causes
the death, home loss and affliction on the other side of the planet, inclusive Christian sisters
and brothers?

Are our prayers for justice bigot or only naive? Wh ere do we change the system to sharing
and participation instead of giving only charity, w orking only on symptoms?

(1) The GREEN & FAIR TRADE Church (justice to crea tion)

FAIR TRADE

The integrity (conservation) of creation is not part of the particular (profit) interests,
which dominate our economy. Churches however should have by contrast the WHOLE
system in mind. Domesticating the economic tiger to more fairness is first Christian D
task. Why FIRST task? Because we can be as diverse and open as we want: When s
there is no earth anymore, we don't need the rest anymore; this is simple mathematics.
Reconciliation with mother earth seems for me therefore the first task in the priority list. The
economy has to be renewed and reconciled with ecology; so that our children will still have a
planet to live on. Native Americans might be able to teach us. We need to develop a Green & Fair
Economy.

(2) The INTERNATIONAL church

In the 90s we said: “Think global, act local”. This is not enough anymore. We have
not only to act locally, but also globally. Why don't we aim for a strategic
partnership with our national office here in DC? Isn't its staff flesh from our flesh?
They might have an interest to have our church available for pilot projects or campaigns. And we
could learn from their expertise and get involved in national and international corporation without
building up an own infrastructure. In addition: We are church in the nation’s capitol — so why not
looking for churches in the capitols of the world... Peking, Berlin, Sydney, Tokyo, San Salvador,
Pretoria, Tel Aviv ...

(3) The AFFIRMING church (justice to ourselves)

Christianity is not a private thing. Baptism gets us out of the singularity into
community and the community as its whole into the call to protect and enable life
in its whole diversity. An affirming church will always call for and enable an ¥ 5
authentic and honest life style. An affirming church will always accept that identities can change.
We are an empathetic church.

(4) The ECUMENICAL & INTERFAITH church

Nobody wants to assimilate denominations or religions. Diversity is a big plus. &) .
But as “United Church of Christ’ we are called to unite progressive churches =\ &
across the denominations. The voice of a tolerant, non-judging, but clear to
Human Rights and Social Action committed Christianity/religion must be
strengthened against the excluding and for hate calling voices from the right wing rellglous
streams. The front lines are not between religions and denominations, but run within themselves,
between tolerance and intolerance. We have spiritual partners in all denominations and religions.
We are not allowed to sacrifice ANYBODY on the altar of the interfaith or any other dialogue — no
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women, no LGBT-people, no people of a specific race or ethnic group. ZERO TOLERANCE FOR
INTOLERANCE!

(5) The GRASSROOQOTS church

As a church of 150 people we cannot do everything. No organization alone
can solve the social, cultural or environmental problems we face. But as part
of a grassroots movement we can be connected, learn together, share and
corporate. Anti-power only can be build up when we look for allies; change
only can happen together as part of a grassroots movement. Many of you
work in NGO’s — help your church and your employer by bringing both
together!

(6) The RAINBOW church

Central for God’'s covenant with ALL living creatures is Gen 9: 12-17. (V 16:
“Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, | will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the
earth.") After the flood God’s sets in the Noah story the rainbow over the
whole creation - in its whole diversity. This calls for me for radical outreach
ministry, which will build the trust in these communities, that we are ready to accept them on our
table: (Teenager-) Prostitutes, refugees, immigrants, people with HIV/AIDS, homeless, LGBT-
community, people of any kind of color, Native Americans, poor, physically and/or mentally
handicapped.

(7) The SAFE church

A Sanctuary is a holy place, in which we can be whole. The sanctuary is the place,

in which all generations can laugh or cry. A sanctuary was from ancient times a

place of resort, in which haunted people found asylum. Even in our times police SafePlace’,
forces hesitate to enter a sanctuary, when people of faith offer protection to a

person or a family. My hope is that we will become part of the New Sanctuary Movement, which
opens since January 2007 the church doors “with the goal of protecting immigrant families from
unjust deportation, affirming and making visible these families as children of God and awakening
the moral imagination of the country through ... witness ... until there is just comprehensive
immigration reform.”

(8) The MULTIGENERATIONAL Church

The Multigenerational Church cannot be focused only on the word; the word is
typical adult focus. Children can’t do this. The Multigenerational Church works
therewith with a variety of methods. The Multigenerational Church is always also a
Multimedia Church, works interactive and knows many different music styles. The
Multigenerational Church does not banish children, youth or young families in own worship
settings, does not tear the family apart, but provides the worshipping of the generations
TOGETHER.

(9) The SPIRITUAL Church

Social activism is the fruit of faith, of passionate love, coming out of deepest hearts
and souls. Spiritual worships want to nurture our souls. Spirituality is the heart of a
church. Spirituality is the ability allowing to just letting it happen, to go with the flow, to
be open, to allow the spirit to guide. Spirituality gives us the freedom and possibility to
assure that we are still on the right path. Where usually we have to lead day for day — here we
hand ourselves over to God




(10) The PEOPLES Church

Our church is a church of its people. It is YOU, who is important. You decided to join
this church. You hope something from this community and its journey for yourself,
You hope that something, which is major, more comprehensive than you, will help
you to handle your life better. You look for affirmation from God. As we all do. As we
are all pilgrims on earth. In our church community the YOU gets widened to a WE. This helps us to
go together. Our common journey with and to God is represented in our church structure and
participation in worship. We are a Peoples Church, sharing our gifts on our journey, seeking
together,

(11) The ENTREPRENEURIAL Church

We have a story to tell. It is the story about a God, who is a still speaking, still

liberating. About a God, who probably turns around horrified, watching “from above”

how people misuse her/his name for their own interests by making people small, feel

guilty, creating scapegoats, playing groups of any kind against each other. BECAUSE

we have another story to tell, a better one, a liberating one, we want to grow. In the moment you
decided to design our new sanctuary for 350 people you decided to grow as church from 80
worshippers on Sunday to 350; you decided to triple yourself. If we do it right, we might get there
sooner as we all think — there is a yearning in the world!

(12) The CHURCH OF EXCELLENCE

Imagine an USA map. Imagine torches arising out of it on each place, where a UCC

downtown church is already or decides to become a social witness church, committed

to these 12 principles. Imagine a network of “Churches of Excellence”- DC,
Philadelphia, NYC, LA, Denver, Chicago, Miami... With our 2 showers in our new

building we will have the chance to host youth groups with up to 20 kids and their chaperons. We
can organize them a mission week in DC, using our contacts to ThriveDC and any other kind of
NGO. They can become vital part of our mission as we facilitate and manage these groups into our
missions. A church of Excellence accepts its leading role in helping the denomination to be salt
and torch for the world — by being it itself and strengthening the wider church!

THE FIRST CHURCH ANNUAL
MEETING WILL BE HELD
ON JANUARY 24 ™.

The Gabriel's Horn is a
publication of its people.

Mark your calendars now and plan
to be in attendance of January 24".
Decisions for programs, leadership
and witness are made by us at our
meetings. Leadership comes from
within and requires participation by
all the members. Each and
everyone of us is important to the
ministry of the church. We look
forward to your presence on
January 24™. The Care of Parish
Commission asks that anyone who
THANK YOU VERY can, offer to bring a member who

MUCH! WE LOVE YOU! does not have easy access to
' ' transportation.
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE PARISH

Happy New Year to everyone! We hope the new decade brings lots of good things to
all the world including our little corner of it. We look forward to the starting of
construction at 10™ and G as we continue our countdown to moving in.

The great snow storm of December 19 shut the city down, closed the churches and all but halted public
transportation. Christmas Eve found many of us at Trinity for the combined service with First Trinity and
St. Matthews churches. Mary Hayes , home from Costa Rica, accompanied the organ with her violin for
the hymns. December 20 activities were postponed to January 3.

December 27, the in between Sunday, provided an opportunity for Mike Slagenweit-Coffman to preach
his first sermon. Mike, a member of First Church, is “in care” with the Potomac Association and is
currently serving an internship at Rock Spring UCC in Arlington. Mike, along with worship leader Hugh
Bushmiller , Loretta Uzzele and the Community Chorus made for a joyful worship experience.

We had Christmas all over again on January 3 when our Sunday School presented their Christmas
Pageant. The beautiful old story was told in a modern setting, actually Washington , D.C. Teachers and
children worked together to create and produce a lovely pageant, complete with some flute music by
young Breanna Dugan . The postponed cookie swap was like the loaves and fishes. We ate and ate and
took all we wanted and still had a great supply of goodies to send to Thrive DC. Thank you, Polly Gordon
for delivering them.

There were lots of people coming and going over the holidays, despite delays and cancellations.
Goings : Among the shorter visits was that of Peter Dennebaum’s . He had a 27 hour visit with relatives
in New Jersey. The great storm delayed Susie Hayward's visit to family in Minnesota, but she did get
there eventually. Anne and Tom Mascolino were with Tom’s sister and family in Houston, Texas.
Karen Pence and Brian Bucks enjoyed Christmas with Karen’s brother and family in Chapel Hill, N.C.
Christmas week found Faith Brightbill in Redmond, Oregon with son Benjamin and grandson Zachary.
They were there to meet and get to know the family of Ben's fiancée, Leah. Faith reports that it was a
great visit. Joan King , who managed to miss the storm entirely, told of her family reunion in Texas.
Twenty three members of her family gathered in three, three bedroom cabins at an Episcopal Retreat
Center located on a lake. Each cabin had three bedrooms and two baths and a paddle boat! All of her
mother’s children and grandchildren came from six states to celebrate together. A great time was had by
all.

Wichita, Kansas was the scene of another large family gathering. The mother of Polly Gordon and
Carol Alfred celebrated her 90" birthday. Irv Gordon and Joe Alfred accompanied their wives to
Kansas, along with thirty some assorted relatives. Again, a great time was had by all. Liz and Lance
Warren spent Christmas with their daughters in New York, at Cecelia’s home in Rockaway Beach.
Marliese, David, daughters Xaria and Zuri came from California to join them. Randy and Jeanne
Herrickk-Stare went to New Hampshire to help their son, Peter and family move to Baltimore after
which Peter and family spent Christmas with them in Washington. Ask Randy to tell you what it's like to
have a two year old in a small condo!

Marie Rietmann and Keo spent their holidays in Harrisonburg, VA, just relaxing and resting. They did
see the movie AVATAR and reported favorably. (Other reports from other friends were not so
enthusiastic. What do some of you readers have to say? Ed. notes)

Comings : The Withbroe/Smolinsky family were happy to have Nancy's parents visiting from
Minnesota. Ben and Peter were happy to have the extra days off from school to enjoy the snow! Meg
and Dale had a house full of family for Christmas. Stephen Ostrander, wife Colleen and daughter Nora
were here from Chicago. Daughter Leslie and her children Sarah and Lucas came in from Cleveland.
Jay Maguire, wife Jenn and daughter Reve flew in from Seattle. On Christmas afternoon Grandma Meg
had a tea party for daughters and granddaughters while Grandpa Dale baked his famous date/nut
loaves. BBZ and Joe Zikmund enjoyed a four day visit from their son and his family.



More travel news: BBZ and Joe will be in California January 6-18. First stop will be San Diego where
BBZ will attend the meeting of the American Society of Church History. Second stop will be San
Francisco area where they lived in the 19180’s. Anne and Richard Griffis recently took a leisurely three
week trip to Bosnia-Herzegovina and Montenegro, cruising on a small ship. Speaking of cruises, Sally
and Oley Olson have a wonderful trip aboard the Queen Mary 11, starting January 4, sailing out of New
York. The final destination is Dubai on January 27. They fly home on January 28"™. Their route takes
them to England, Portugal, Italy, Egypt, Oman and finally Dubai. Doesn’t that sound like the trip of a
lifetime? Bob Voyage, Sally and Oley!

From the college corner : On Christmas Eve we spotted Emily Marsh, Julie and Susanna Brylawsky,
Joe and Peter Lorenz, all home from their various colleges. We're waiting to hear where Nicole
Cacozza is applying.

Phyllis Evans and Peg Lorenz are two proud grandmothers who like to share good news with anyone
who will listen. Phyllis is proud of her granddaughter, Molly Bennett , who has received early admission
to Smith College. Peg is proud of Joe Lorenz , a senior at Williams College, who has been elected to Phi
Beta Kappa.

Outreach and Membership Commission is planning to update pictures for the new picture directory.
Barbara Brown Zikmund will be taking pictures on Sundays Jan 17, 24 and 31.

The church office has moved ! We no longer have to watch our heads when
we enter the basement to go to the church offices. On January 2™ five strong
men: Peter, Randy, Matt, Mike and Toby moved furniture into the new office.
The new church address is 500 3rd Street, NW., apartment 102, Washington,
DC 20001 (corner building on E and 3, the church entrance is next to the
“New Course” restaurant). The mailing address will remain the same: 309 E
street, NW, Washington, DC 20001.

Big thanks to Peg, who donated the furniture!

Please note ....After over thirteen years of writing for Gabriel's Horn, Peg Lorenz is happy to announce
that Joan King will be writing News from Around the Parish  starting with the February issue. Please
send news and information to her at kingj@verizon.net .

Calendar for January 2010

WEEK 2 WEEK 3
Sunday, January 10 Sunday, January 17
12:00 Bible Workbench 12:00 Bible Workbench
1:00 Sunday Worship 1:00 Sunday Worship
Preaching: Peter Dennebaum Preaching: Peter Dennebaum
Worship Leader: Nancy 2:00 Fellowship Hour
McConnell

Tuesday, January 19

2:00  Fellowship Hour 6:00 Community Chorus

2:30 Budget Hearing

Thursday, January 21

Tuesday, January 12 6:00 Outreach & Membership
7:00 Care of Parish Commission

Wednesday, January 13
7:00 Personnel Committee

Thursday, January 14
7:30 Choir Rehearsal




WEEK 4 WEEK 5

Sunday, January 24 Sunday, January 31
Covenant Renewal Sunday. 12:00 Bible Workbench
Welcoming New Members. 1:00 Sunday Worship
12:00 Bible Workbench Preaching: Ron Hopson
1:00 Sunday Worship 2:00 Fellowship Hour
Preaching: Peter Dennebaum 2:30 Green Action Nurture:
Worship Leader: Dwan Reece Peter Byrne leads the nurture

Loretta Uzzelle and the
Community Chorus

2:00 Fellowship Hour Feb 6/7: Planning Retreat
2:30 Annual Meeting We ask each 'commi'ssion. to send
a representative, which will plan
Thursday, January 28 the church calendar for the next 2
7:30 Choir Rehearsal years, until we move into our own
Fri, Jan 29 — Sun, Jan 31 spot. If you are interested and/or
Confirmation Retreat have any questions, please

contact Randy Herrick-Stare,
herrickstare@gmail.com.

January Birthdays

Lucas Cacozza, Christine Evans-Klock, Michael Joseph, Patrick Summers,
Oscar Olson, Matt Dodge, Faith Brightbill, Phyllis Gillie, Jasmine High,
Rebecca McConnell

Coffee Hour Hosts for January

3 Byron Adams, Peg Lorenz, Liz & Lance Warren

10 Marie Rietmann, Susie Hayward, David Greer, Michael Zawada
17 Karen Pence, Brian Bucks, Peter Tracey, Sandy Sorensen

24  Grace & Don Bassler, John Sherry, Ruth Shinn

31 Amy & Lloyd Dugan, Maria Snyder, Tom Lopp

LEFT: Jan & Our wonderful pageant, here the last scene

RIGHT: Jan ¥ Kick-off of the 20s/30s Stammtisch in Adams Marghlext meeting: January
28th at Teaism (400 8th St NW easy from the grews).I Topic: Our personal faith journeys.
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Sermon of Christmas Eve 2009:

“A star is guiding”
by Rev Peter Dennebaum, First Congregational Church Washington D.C.
(for those who missed the Christmas Eve Service)

1. lIsaiah 2: 2-5

I am the new called pastor of First Congregational Church. My name is Peter Dennebaum. Please
don’t wonder about this thick German accent — | don't play it; it is a real one...

God’s peace with u!

Tonight, in this night 2009 the shepherds would have had no chance to come to Bethlehem to see
Jesus. Yes, probably even Mary and Joseph wouldn’'t have made it... Bethlehem is meanwhile cut
off from Jerusalem and the north of Israel by a wall. 2003 the Israeli government built this wall to
secure itself against terroristic attacks from Hamas and to underline the political claim for a greater
Jerusalem, allowing Jewish settlers to settle and to keep Palestinians outside. The wall is a
minimum 6miles shackle that consists of fences, including electric ones, buffer zones, trenches,
barbed wires, sensors as well as an 8-10meter-high wall.

Tourism was always important for our “Little town of Bethlehem”. And with enthusiasm the 25,000
people of Bethlehem prepared in the year 2000 themselves and their town for its anniversary.
Groups often preferred the cheaper Palestinian hotels in Bethlehem compared with the more
expensive ones in Jerusalem, only 6 miles north of it. Day tourists came and with them money for
the families in Bethlehem. Around 65% of its economy is based on tourism. But then the 2nd
Intifada started and Israel answered with the wall. Now the touristic business is down, the daily
crossing of the check points so cumbersome that groups only rarely stay overnight. The big hotels
had to close again. Day visitors from Jerusalem have to change at the border bus and tour guide.
Olives wood carving businesses had to laid-off many of their employees. And not only this — the
Palestinian craftswomen are in addition victims of the globalization --- meanwhile u find carvings in
the market, which get sold as Palestinian handmade carvings, but which get produced in Korea.
Three years ago only 2 souvenir shops at the central Manger Square in the Old City were open.
Only on Christmas the Little Town of Bethlehem flourishes again — for one week...

Last Saturday the third annual joint simulcast [seiml-cast] Christmas service was celebrated
between the National Cathedral here in DC and the people of Bethlehem. The video recording of it
is still available on the Website of the National Cathedral.

Mitri Raheb welcomed from Bethlehem the people in Bethlehem and us in DC.
Mitri Raheb is the pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church in
Bethlehem. | know him in person and one of my best friends is his publisher.
Mitri Raheb works closely together with the Lutheran Church of the
Reformation here on Capitol Hill. Mitri Raheb said: “Surrounded by walls it is
important to have bridges.” And looked into the camera, looked to us.

Let us hear the sermon text for tonight. It is a text from Isaiah. We started this

night with a text from Isaiah. And now we will end our readings in this night

with Isaiah. The text we will hear now has become important to Mitri Raheb

and the around 5,000 Christians, who remain in Bethlehem. His Theology of

Liberation is among other bible verses based on this text from Isaiah. This old
Jewish prophet Isaiah remains as hope for both, Jews and Christians. | will read Isaiah, chapter 2,
the verses 2-5

’In days to come the mountain of ADONAI'S house shal | be established as the highest of
the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.

® Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of ADONAI, to the
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house of the God of Jacob; that she may teach us her ways and that we may walk in her paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of ADONAI from Jerusalem.

“She shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their
swords into ploughshares [plaff-shaers], and their spears into pruning [pruening]-hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither sha Il they learn war any more.

5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of ADONAI!

... So far Isaiah...

Two parts of this text seem to be especially important — one in the beginning, one in the end. The
one in the beginning is: “In days to come the mountain of ADONAI'S house shal | be
established as the highest of the mountains; ALL th e nations shall stream to it.
The Palestinian Christian Mitri Raheb, born 1962, doesn’t deny that Israel is God’s chosen nation.
Far from it — he points it out! When he was a child, Mitri Raheb and his friends liked to hear in
children’s worship the story about David and Goliath [G°®-léi®th]. And they clapped their hands full
of joy, when David won. He, David, the Jewish guy was the good guy. But the shepherd boy David
from 1000 BEFORE Christ became political, when Israeli tanks and the well equipped Israeli army
occupied his home land, Palestine. Mitri started to identify himself with the boy David, who fought
against almighty Goliath [G®-léi°th]-Israel. Mitri didn’t forget that Israel was God's chosen nation.
But he started to question, WHY God had chosen Israel and he asked himself, if Israel might be
able to loose its status as chosen nation.

And also another thing confused him: In Germany professors of Theology started in the 70ies to
develop a theology after Ausschwitz. For us Germans there never can be another theology then
the one after Ausschwitz. It means: Never, never again to allow genocide. Never, never again to
betray with Anti-Judaism God'’s chosen people. Mitri Raheb didn’t get it — as Christian he wanted to
believe what he heard out of Germany, the motherland of the Protestantism. But as Palestinian
and his day-to-day experience of the occupation he came to other results. Was God just? Did God
allow the suffering of HIS, of MITRI'S people, the Palestinians? Mitri became Lutheran minister,
tried to understand how Christmas could become reality, how Jesus message of peace for the
world could become reality. He looked for bridges to Israel, knowing that Jesus was a Jew, that we
Christians are rooted in Judaism.

Mitri Raheb took our text, the one from Isaiah 2 and he understood, that ALL nations are invited to
gather around the Zion. It will be not Israel alone, it will be also Palestine. ALL nations are called.
And Mitri learned to make a difference between the state Israel and the Jewish community. Mitri
learned from the Hebrew bible, that God gives and takes away — even the status as chosen people
... because this status is indispensible connected with the fulfilling of God’s law and justice. But
God's justice only can be fulfiled when ALL nations will gather around the Zion. This is our all
hope. This is very political. Because it means that people in Asia, Africa or Latin-American have
the same rights as we have according the access to resources like water, education, health care,
or safety. Israel remains as chosen nation, but its role must be a leading one for corporation and
acknowledgment, that not nationalism, but Internationalism is the answer. The front is NOT
between Jews and Christians -- and also Not between Israelis and Palestinians. The front runs
between nationalists and Internationalists, runs between the Islamic Hamas and the Jewish right
wing settlers on one side and the mass of for peace yearning people of all religions in the middle.

The second important part of our Isaiah reading tonight is the following: nation shall not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. End of the quote. Isaiah talks
about a just peace. Peace can only be, where justice has been realized, where people can live in
freedom, self-determination and with the same possibilities for self-fulfilment. This addresses us.
The failure of the world climate summit last week in Copenhagen shows us all: We are in the
middle of a war about resources. Only when we learn to see ourselves through the eyes of our
international neighbor we will be able to follow the star of Bethlehem, which should lead us to the
Zion. This is something, what we in the US can learn from the Palestinian Christian Theology of
Liberation: To share what we have, to limit ourselves in such a way that each human being has the
same chances and conditions we take for us like a ducks takes to water.



This gets me get to my last point for tonight. Mitri Raheb asked us last week to build bridges over
the wall, the wall he faces day for day. As Christians we share with him together a symbol, the
symbol of the cross. The cross is the answer to his request.

Before | reach now out to grab this cross over there and before | will do a small demonstration with
it, | need to tell u a small episode, which really happened a couple of weeks ago. It was after your
Lutheran service, but still before our 1pm service here in this Sanctuary. | asked Don, if the
Lutherans would have a cross, which | would liked to use for a demonstration. He said: “We have
one, but we cannot find it.” | wondered already and we had our service. Then we had afterwards
this congregational gathering, which we call “nurture” and | told MY congregation that the
Lutherans would have a cross, but wouldn’t be able to find it.” My folks looked at me and said:
“Yes, the Lutherans have a cross -- but we are hiding it.”

...Well, we gave it meanwhile back...

This is a cross, please imagine here a wall. If u turn this cross around and lean it against the wall —
what do we get? ... Correct: The beginning of a ladder! The first rung is Jesus sacrifice. He did the
first step. Now it is on us to add OUR own rungs to it. Until we have enough and can climb on the
wall. And dance on it — like East and West Germans danced on the Berliner Wall November 9™
exactly 20years ago.

The star of Bethlehem shines above the wall. The star of Bethlehem calls for unification of all
human beings, irrespective of race, sexual orientation, nation or religion. But the star of Bethlehem
is also a permanent exhortation to fight intolerance and selfish nationalism. In this holy night the
star of Bethlehem wants to shine in our homes. The star wants to warm our hearts so that the story
of liberation can start with us in this night. The story of peace goes on. Isaiah prophesied the
peace; Jesus liberated us with his sacrifice to this peace. The star tells us this story and lights now
for us the walls of this world. May the peace start with us. This is the call and the promise of this
holy night — for BOTH sides of the wall.

I know that Mitri Raheb speaks 4 languages — Arabic, Hebrew, German and English. | wish u in all
for languages Merry Christmas.

In Arabic Idah Saidan Wa Sanah Jadidah

in Hebrew Mo'adim Lesimkha. Chena tova!

In German: Frohe Weihnachten .

Merry Christmas!

Website: www.fccuccdc.org
Email: fcc@fccuccdc.org
Phone Office: 202-628-4317
Phone Peter: 202-441-6950
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