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������ The Dawn to Confirmation  
����������
                            Six Confirmands started last weekend their journey to  
                            Confirmation. On its end they will decide by  
                            themselves, if they want to affirm their baptism on May  
                            23rd, 2010 - Pentecost.  
                                

�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Confirmands are: Ben Withbroe, Camilla (Mia) Mecagni, Graham Marsh, 
Isaiah Davis, Lucas Cacozza and Maya King.  
Ben’s mentor is Peter Tracey, Mia’s mentor Susie Hayward, Graham’s mentor 
Randy Herrick-Stare, Isaiah and John Sherry are one team as well as Lucas and 
Peter Byrne. Maya’s mentor is Karen Pence.  

 
In 13 following sessions we will explore our faith 
together. I am happy to have two wonderful gifted young 
women on my side, teaching with me together:  
Meg Young (l) and Eda Uca-Dorn (r). 
 

The journey started last weekend at the retreat center Meadowkirk, 
located on 358 acres of God's creation in Middleburg, Virginia 
(approximately 40 miles west of Washington, D.C.).  
 
We started the retreat with a Taize meditation. From here we 
explored prayers. The mornings we started with a “Morning Watch” – everybody was 
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invited to be in silence with him/herself and God; it was a walk through the snow or writing reflections. These 
spiritual oases are important on each faith journey.  
 
Would you know what the mission of the church is? One half of us had names on the foreheads, the other half a 

short paragraph about the life of this person – would everybody find his/her 
name or life? The following discussion led us into the topic – what do we 
fight for, what against?  
 
4 hours we had planned in with the mentors. Together we watched the movie 
“Food.Inc”, investigating the industrial food production, which keeps farmers 
workers, animals and consumers as their hostages. None of us will ever be 
able to look at a dinner like before! The following conversation impressed the 

Confirmands, when the Mentors shared very honest and sincere parts of their lives.  An 
afternoon snowball fight refreshed us and brought new energy in.  
 
Saturday evening we were all invited to discuss the UCC Statement of Faith – where do 
we disagree, what is important for us, where are we more neutral. It is important for us 
as UCC that we agree in diversity; this is part of our identity. The discussion about our 

UCC Faith Statement got combined with the idea of mission projects; 
also this is part of our UCC identity – that faith and serving belong to 
each other!  
 
In a confirmation class we learn that a faith journey within the UCC 
has nothing to do with creeds or dogmas – but seeking for truthfulness 
and honesty between ourselves and our creator. In this sense a 
confirmation class is not very different from the rest of the 
congregation: We are all seekers! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome Joan King as a 
new writer of  

News from Around the Parish 
 
 

 
The Gabriel’s Horn is a publication of the 

Congregation. 
 
Please feel therefore free to share with us in the 
Gabriel’s Horn  
 
o a story from your life,  
o an exciting project you do in your 

professional life or  
o tell us an important project you do within 

your commission. 
 

Peter 
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE PARISH 
By Joan King 

 
January is the time we turn the page at First Church and many people switch jobs among the 
various commissions, committees, etc.  My new responsibility is taking over the editing of 
Gabriel’s Horn from our beloved Peg Lorenz who has done it faithfully for thirteen years.  We 
give Peg loads of thanks for her long, dedicated service. 

 
On January 17, the whole world was mourning the disastrous earthquake in Haiti, and Peter preached a very 
thought-provoking sermon.  He outlined the history of Haiti and the exploitation of the people for centuries.  He 
urged everyone to consider charity vs. justice when we offer help.  A special offering was taken for Haitian 
relief. 
 
We are both happy and sad to learn that Karen Byrne has accepted a position as settled pastor for a UCC 
church in Winslow, Maine.  This is part-time job, so she still will be here some of the time.  Husband Peter is 
staying here in DC, and their home here will remain their family’s base.   Her ordination will be held at First 
Church on March 27. 
 
In our prayers:  Ron Hopson’s brother Robert died on January 18 in Chicago after a long battle with cancer.  
Kim Darling’s  mother passed on February 3 at 3:30 in the Capital Hospice Center. Andrew Linehan died on 
January 8 after a long and courageous battle with cancer.  He was the son of long-time FCC member Jan 
Linehan who now lives in Florida.  Peg Lorenz attended his memorial service in Portland, Oregon, at the end 
of January.  We send our sympathy and prayers to all of these families. 
 
Peter Byrne reported on January 24 that their daughter Maggie was sexually assaulted in Senegal while she 
was serving as a Peace Corps volunteer.  She is home now after a medical evacuation, and we pray for her 
strength and healing.  Peter says she is very angry but wants to return to her duties. 
 
We are pleased that Kathi Wolfe  is recovering from her injuries.  She has been staying with her brother in New 
Jersey but will be returning to this area on February 2.  She feels like she needs a back-up place to stay in case 
the current arrangements with friends in Silver Spring fall through.  She also may need transportation a couple 
of times a week from Silver Spring to her physical therapy in Bethesda.  Please let her know if you might be 
able to provide assistance.  Her cell phone number is 703/402-4785. 
 
We were delighted to receive five new members on January 24:  Nathan Jernigan, Eda and Mike Uca-Dorn, 
and Kenya and Dwight Davis, who have three children:  Isiah, Desmond and Daniel.(You can see picture of 
our new members at the end of this article.) They already have become involved in our church activities and we 
look forward to wonderful relationships with all of them.   

 
The Annual Congregational Meeting was held after church on January 24, and Meg Maguire announced that 
we expect work to begin at 10th and G in the next week or ten days.  By the end of February the contracts will 
be finalized and they will be preparing the site with the necessary safety measures, utilities, etc., so the 
construction work can start.  We expect a formal groundbreaking ceremony to be held in early spring.  Meg 
showed us a sample of the newly selected façade of ironspot brick that she and the design group believe will be 
beautiful.   
Meg Maguire also reports that our church architects, Tod Williams and Billie Tsien, received a coveted Honor 
Award from the national American Institute of Architects for their work on Skirkanich Hall, an engineering 
building at U Penn.  What a team! 
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On January 31, Barbara Brown Zikmund (BBZ)  preached and led a great service along with Barbara Hayes 
as worship leader.  The theme related to the acceptance of diversity and gave us much to think about.  Peter 
Dennebaum arrived in church in time for the service after he returned from the weekend  retreat with the 
confirmation class. 
 
We understand, but we are sorry to hear that Barbara Gerlach is leaving First Church.  Here is a quote from 
Barbara’s email: “A piece of my heart will remain with you. I wish you much love, creativity, and adventure in 
this next leg of your journey with Peter Dennebaum as your minister.”  Barbara certainly will remain in our 
hearts forever, and we still hope to see her from time to time. 
 
The Outreach and Membership Commission is planning a series of three nurtures to be taught by BBZ.  The 
first will be February 14 on “Why Christianity.” “Why UCC” will be discussed before the Taize service on 
February 21, and on February 28 at the regular time the topic will be “Why First Church.”  These discussions 
will be very interesting and enlightening for current members as well as people considering joining our church.  
 
More items for your calendars:  Peter Dennebaum’s installation will be held on April 11, and his parents will 
attend.  The Spring Congregational meeting will be May 16, and the Fall Congregational meeting will be 
October 24.  The next Annual meeting will be January 30, 2011, with the budget hearing on January 9 when 
next year’s commission and committee reports also will be due. 
 
Peter Dennebaum pointed out and Council agrees that we need to record the recent history of First Church.  The 
last history (that covered the first hundred years) was written in 1965, and a few things have happened since 
then.  The Care of Parish Commission has been assigned to lead this endeavor, and they are looking for people 
who might be interested in pursuing this exciting project.  Hopefully it can be finished by 2015 when First 
Church celebrates its 150th anniversary.  Anyone who is interested in history, writing, interviewing, etc., who 
might like to work on this, should talk to John Marsh or any Care of Parish Commission member.  
 
Other tidbits:  We hear that Abbie Miller  is expecting a baby in August.  Karen Pence and Brian Bucks are 
buying a house on Capitol Hill.  Congratulations to all!  Julie Brylawski is studying in Granada, Spain, for the 
semester; and Gail Sonnemann visited her family in Madison, Wisconsin, over the Martin Luther King holiday 
weekend.  Faith Brightbill  is scheduled to have knee surgery on February 8, and we are happy to report that 
Pat Ashbrook is back after successfful knee replacement. 
 
Looking for the new church office?  It is #102 at 500 Third Street, the first stairway on 3rd Street (6 steps) going 
north from E Street – between the café and our old digs, under the red awning.  The door bell has been 
temperamental, so it might be wise to be prepared to call Peter or Barno for admission to the office.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our New Members 
 

                                       
Nathan Jernigan  Eda Uca-Dorn      Mike Uca-Dorn     Kenya Davis          Dwight Davis 
 

                                                   
                                 Isaiah Davis          Daniel Davis       Desmond Davis 
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FROM THE OUTREACH AND MEMBERSHIP COMMISSION: 
                                                            We Now Have Greeters! 
                                                                   by Anne Mascolino 
 
 

So that we can be a more welcoming community we’re re-establishing having a Greeter each Sunday morning 
to welcome all but especially  to make things easier for visitors.  For instance, the Greeter will orient 
newcomers to the elevator, child care, coffee hour, etc.  And very importantly they will obtain contact 
information from visitors.  The Greeter will also ask you to wear your name tag and will have sticky name tags 
for visitors.  And they will collect tags downstairs after Coffee Hour and have them upstairs ready for the next 
Sunday.  The Commission hopes everyone will help the Greeter:  the more contacts visitors have the more 
likely they are to return! 
We’re also recruiting for Greeters—if you’d like to do this one Sunday a month, every two months, or fill in 
we’re love to have your help.  Contact Anne Mascolino for more information. 
 
 

 
FIRST CHURCHERS LEADING NATIONAL GATHERING PLANNING  

by Byron Adams 
 

 First Church member Byron Adams is chairing the planning committee that is developing 
National Gathering 2010, the annual conference of the UCC Coalition for LGBT Concerns.  
Byron took on this role after Sandy Sorensen encouraged him to attend Gathering 2009 in 

Grand Rapids just prior to General Synod.  Gathering is an opportunity for LGBT folks and allies within the 
UCC to come together for fellowship, empowerment and training.   Gathering will take place in San Diego, July 
14-17, 2010. 
 
Many attendees come every year to reconnect with friends from across the country.  Newly declared ONA 
congregations send members to get tips on how to more fully incorporate ONA into their local churches.  
Everyone goes home energized and full of ideas on many topics including church growth, advocacy and 
empowerment, reaching out to LGBT youth and young adults, etc.   
 
First Church members Sandy Sorensen and Harry Knox will be presenting on topics such as where the LGBT 
civil rights movement stands today, media relations and advocacy training.  Ellen Bushmiller, Peter Dennebaum 
and Nick Benton are also rumored to be planning to attend. 
 
Any Body, Everybody, Christ’s Body 
 
The overall theme of this year’s Gathering will be Any Body, Everybody, Christ’s Body, following up on the 
Accessible to All resolution passed by General Synod in Atlanta calling on UCC congregations and 
instrumentalities to be physically, spiritually and emotionally open and affirming to people with disabilities.  
We hope to address these issues specifically and in the wider context of living out God’s extravagant welcome 
to all.   
 
There will also be sessions about transgender issues as the Coalition continues its work to encourage the full 
inclusion within the UCC of transgendered men and women. 
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Geoffrey Black To Speak 
 
Coalition President Kathy Church has confirmed that UCC President and 
General Minister Geoffrey Black will also speak.  Kathy commented, “the 
Coalition is very proud of our relationship with the denomination and we 
are pleased that Rev Black has committed to be with us in San Diego to 
continue our collaboration on social justice ministry.” 
 
Border Immersion Experience 
 
Attendees can also register to attend an optional pre-Gathering border immersion experience facilitated by the 
Centro Romero, http://www.ucc.org/justice/centro-romero/.    After crossing the border from San Diego, 
participants will have the opportunity to meet farm and maquiladora workers; newly arrived migrants from 
Mexico and Central America; and government immigration enforcement officials on both sides of the border.  
Participants will also have the opportunity of conversing with business people in the maquiladora sector.  The 
intentional border experience will challenge participants to re-examine their own assumptions and beliefs. 
Registration and Accomodations 
 
Gathering will be held at the Doubletree Hotel San Diego-Mission Valley where we have negotiated a 
discounted rate of $99 per room including the option to book your room for several nights before or after 
Gathering if you want to spend a few days sightseeing in San Diego.  San Diego’s Pride Festival is July 17-18. 
 
More information about the agenda and registration for National Gathering is available from the Coalition’s 
website, www.ucccoalition.org, or by calling the Coalition office at 216-861-0779.  Early bird registration will 
be $99 per person.  Attendees will also be able to access an event specific website for booking hotel rooms from 
the Coalition website.   
 
 
 

 
BACK IN HISTORY 
sent by Dwight Marsh 

 
BACK IN HISTORY-60 years to the fifties in the first First Church. A larger congregation, 
and a tendency to organize. The functional committees (now commissions), but also 
missionary societies, Women's Society, Sunday School, youth groups TUXISand Scrooby, and 

adult married Better Halves or Couples Club., among others. TUXIS,for high school age, stood for "Tfor truth, 
S for Service, X for Christ-centered, U before 1." Scrooby club, for college-late-teen level, was named for the 
small English town where William Brewster started the breakaway movement to the Pilgrim Fathers and 
Congregationalism. During WW II, "Scrooby Club performed magnificent service with its Game Night, 
entertainment of hospitalized servicemen, and the Sunday dinners held in the Upper Room." Scrooby members 
went on weekends together, picnicked, and put on a play The Canterville Ghost. Who among us actually 
remember those days. Well. Peg Lorenz graduated through TUXIS,Scrooby, and Couples Club. Barbara 
(Preston) Hayes in TUXIS. Ralph and Marlene (Munson) Ross in Scrooby, along with Dwight Marsh. Grace 
Louise Rickard in Couples Club, as also Fletcher Lutz. Also, Sylvia Duerksen and Jim Robb were members at 
that time, and Tom Lopp was here. 
 

 (Quotations and details from Everett Alldredge's "Centennial History.") 
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                                     February Birthdays 
 

Sylvester Jackson, Sofia Prentice, Nicholas Benton,  Mel Cook, Joseph Lorenz, Sara 
Staggs, Alexis Joy Hayes, Lance Warren 

 
 
 
 

Calendar for February 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 2 

Sunday, February 7 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Sunday Worship and     
    Communion 
     Preaching:  Ron Hopson 
     Worship Leader: Mike Brooks 
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
  6:00  Confirmation Class @  
      Peter’s apartment 
Monday, February 8 
  7:30   Win Action Team & Annual  
     Meeting 

Tuesday, February 9 
  6:00   Green Action Committee 
  7:00   Outreach & Membership 
     Commission 

Wednesday, February 10 
  7:00   Personnel Committee 
 
Thursday, February 11 
  6:15   Music Committee 
  7:30   FC Choir Rehearsal 

WEEK 3 

Sunday, February 14 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Sunday Worship  
     Preaching:  Peter Dennebaum 
     Worship Leader: Karen Byrne 
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
  2:30   Covenant Conversations:  
      Why Christianity? Instructor - 
      Barbara Brown Zikmund 
  3:30   Confirmation Class @  
      church 

Thursday, February 18 
  7:30   FC Choir Rehearsal 
 

WEEK 4 

Sunday, February 21 
  4:30  Confirmation Class @   
      church 
  4:30  Covenant Conversations:  
      Why United Church of Christ?  
      Instructor - Barbara Brown  
      Zikmund 
  6:00 Fellowship Hour 
  7:00 Taize Worship  

Thursday, February 25 
  6:30   Community Chorus  
      Rehearsal 
  7:30   FC Choir Rehearsal 

WEEK 5 

Sunday, February 28 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Sunday Worship  
     Preaching:  Peter Dennebaum 
     Worship Leader: David Greer 
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
  2:30   Covenant Conversations:  
      Why First Congregational  
      UCC?  Instructor - Barbara  
      Brown Zikmund 
3:30     Confirmation class @  
       church 
 

You can also check FC calendar at 
our website www.fccuccdc.org or 
go directly to the link: 
http://www.google.com/calendar/e
mbed?src=fccuccdc%40gmail.com
&ctz=America/New_York 
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 Coffee Hour Hosts for February  
7       John & Carolyn Marsh, Laura Mecagni, Eric Steiner 
14     Barbara Brown Zikmund, Joe Zikmund, Mike & Tobey Slagenweit- 
        Coffman 
21     Kim Darling, Matthew LaGamma, Lucille Dickinson, Gail Spane  
28     Marka & David Hayes, Peter Gerlach-Mack, Jessica Prentice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Website: www.fccuccdc.org 
Email: fcc@fccuccdc.org 

Phone Office: 202-628-4317 
Phone Peter: 202-441-6950 

20s/30s STAMMTISCH   
 

When: Feb. 24th 
Where: CLYDE'S OF GALLERY PLACE 

707 7th Street, Washington, DC 20001 
Phone: 202.349.3700 
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Time: 7pm - 9pm 

  
We are looking forward to hearing more faith journeys and sharing in one another's 

lives... 
  


