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From Easter to Pentecost 
                                  by Peter Dennebaum          
        
Whenever I am at a lake or a river I try to find a few even pebbles. 
And then I try to pitch them in a way over the water that they 
touch as often as possible the waters surface. Usually I don’t stop 

until I was able to make 4 or 5 surface contacts possible.  
 
The same picture comes into my mind for the busy season from Holy Week to 
Pentecost: Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter and at last 
Pentecost. And then starts again the long liturgical green season and gets us through 
the summer.   
 
Between Easter and Pentecost the apostles and disciples learn that there is a life after 
death and that the story of resurrection continues among and in them selves. 
Developmental psychology would say: “The child learns that it has its own call and 
that following this call will not only not stop the parents love, but will fulfill it.”  
 
The church is the expression of God’s love. Pentecost is the birthday of the church. 
The color of Pentecost is red…red for the fire of the Spirit, red for the passion to 
transform the world with God’s love.  
  
Pentecost, these 50 days after Easter, is reason to celebrate. This year we will 
celebrate that 6 young women and men have been on the journey together. In the next 
days they will decide for themselves, if they want to get confirmed May 23rd, 
Pentecost. With their yes to confirmation they will become members of the church 
with all rights and duties. For us faith people they will become with their step and call 
equal and mature partners of our church community – a very important day for them 
as for the church! 
 
May the spirit catch us all in these days towards Pentecost! So that our hearts may be 
filled with excitement about the chances we have by getting transformed! 
 
Pentecostal Blessings!  Peter 
 
 
 
 
 

Website: www.fccuccdc.org 
Email: fcc@fccuccdc.org 

Phone Office: 202-628-4317; Phone Peter: 202-441-6950 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 
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                                       NEWS FROM AROUND THE PARISH 
by Joan King 

 
We had quite a celebration when Peter Dennebaum was installed as the minister of First 
Congregational UCC on April 11. Participants included representatives from the Central 
Atlantic Conference, the Potomac Association, and friends of Peter from his first U.S. ministry 

in Rockaway Beach, New York. It was great that Peter’s mother and father traveled from Germany for the 
ceremony as did two of his brothers, his sister-in-law, and his nephew. We presented gifts to Peter -- his own 
antique Chinese prayer bowl and a book of aerial pictures of Washington. (The prayer bowl we have been using 
actually belongs to Karen Byrne, and she will want to use it at her new church). After the installation there was 
a sumptuous and lively reception, and the left-over food was donated to Thrive DC. 
 
Grace-Louise Rickard  was remembered at a lovely memorial service on April 24.  Along with First Church 
people, many family, friends, and neighbors attended and spoke very fondly of Grace-Louise’s many 
accomplishments. Her son Bruce gave a wonderful accounting that included many aspects of her life most 
people had not known before, such as that she was an avid naturalist and bird watcher, and she had an extensive 
seashell collection. Bruce provided a lavish catered luncheon reception following the service where everyone 
enjoyed the opportunity to mingle and reminisce about the passing of an era. 
 
We gave special recognition and said a fond farewell to Loretta Uzzelle on April 25.  We thanked her kindly 
for her of service to First Church and the Community Chorus. 
 
Barbara Gerlach was awarded a Pillar of Faith award at the Pillar of Faith’s 9th annual luncheon meeting that 
benefited the Howard University School of Divinity. Seven honorees were recognized at the luncheon, and two 
of them were UCC women.  
 
Meg Maguire and Dale Ostrander visited their new grandson, Jack Andrew Maguire, and chatty almost-2-
year old granddaughter, Reve, in Seattle where Dale performed Jack’s baptism in the chapel of University UCC.  
Meg and Dale also have a trip to England scheduled for mid-May. Nora Marsh is heading to England too to 
visit her sister from May 17 until June 1. 
 
Two of Sally and Oley Olson's granddaughters have received jobs in the Washington area. Katie Peebles, who 
has a PhD in English and Folklore from Indiana University, has been chosen to be an assistant professor of 
English at Marymount University in Arlington. Her sister Elizabeth will get her Masters degree in Museum 
Preservation from the University of Delaware in May and has been named an architectural historian for the 
National Park Service for the National Capital Region. Their grandparents and the girls are happy they have 
found a house they can rent together in Arlington.  Their mother, Linda Peebles, is on the clergy staff of the 
Arlington Unitarian Universalist Church. 
  
Our own Nicole Cacozza of Wilson High School was one of six D.C. students tapped as semifinalists in the 
2010 Presidential Scholars Program, one of the highest honors bestowed upon graduating high school seniors.  
The scholars are selected on the basis of superior academic and artistic achievements, leadership qualities, 
strong character, and involvement in community and school activities, plus other things. The scholars will be 
honored in June during a week of activities.  
 
Patrick Darling -LaGamma earned his blue belt in Tae Kwondo on Friday.  To do that, he had to perform 4 
forms of too many steps for his mother to keep track, spar and break boards. 
 
Marie Rietmann’s partner, Keo Cavalcanti, a sociology professor at James Madison University, received 
privilege of call to serve as a UCC minister in the Shenandoah Association (the vote took place during the 
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association's spring meeting April 18). Keo has been studying and working with UCC churches in the 
Shenandoah Valley for the last two years. 
 
On April 17th, Grant Anderson and his North Bethesda Middle School team won the Maryland State Science 
Olympiad Championship held at Johns Hopkins University.  They have thus earned the opportunity to go to the 
National Science Fair. Grant won two silver medals for his team. Congratulations, Grant!  He was mentored in 
this effort by his uncle Paul Bushmiller.  
 
Nan and Nick McConnell have big news that their daughter Abigail , husband Anthony, and grandson Haven 
are moving from Colorado to the Washington area June 1. Anthony has a new job as a science writer in the 
communications department of the University of Maryland, Baltimore County. While Abigail, who  has been an 
on-air reporter for the NBC affiliate in Colorado Springs, looks for a new job in the area, they will be living 
with Nan and Nick, who can hardly wait to spoil their grandson 
 
Barbara Hayes’s sister, Margaret Slingerland, died unexpectedly on April 30 in Florida.  Barbara was not in 
church on May 2 because she and nine family members participated in a Race for Hope 5k race/walk to benefit 
brain cancer research.  Barbara’s niece died from brain cancer some years ago, and her family participates in 
this event annually in her honor.  It is somewhat comforting to Barbara that her family was already gathering 
and planning to participate in a productive activity at this sad time.  We keep them all in our prayers. 
 
Tobey Slagenweit-Coffman reports that Capital Pride 2010 is a month away. The Parade is Saturday, June 
12th, and the Festival is Sunday, June 13th from 11am to 6pm. They need about five First Church people to staff 
the booth throughout the course of the festival. T-shirts are on sale now to raise funds for next year's PRIDE and 
orders must be in by noon on March 10th. If you would like to participate in either event or would like a t-shirt, 
please contact Tobey Slagenweit-Coffman at either 202-329-4617 or tslagenweit-coffman@hotmail.com.   
  
Tobey also is wondering if there is any interest in a bike ride to local places sometime this 
summer. Environmentally friendly and an easier means of getting around the downtown, this could be a fun 
way to get together. Please contact Tobey Slagenweit-Coffman if you are interested. 
 
Jamie Moore recommends visiting "The Art of Gaman: Arts & 
Crafts from the Japanese-American Concentration Camps 1942-
1946" at the Smithsonian's Renwick Gallery. It's an important 
lesson in American history and the triumph of the human spirit 
that is suitable for all ages. 
 
 

  
   GREAT NEWS!  
 It has been reported  
that there is a very big  
crane at 10th and G,  
along with port-a-potties,  
an office trailer, ladders,  
and other evidence of  
action there. We eagerly  
await further details!  
 
We plan n to do another  

 Worship service at 10th & G on June 13th @  
 Noon, followed by 1:00 pm Worship Service 
 

Have you picked up your new church directory 
dated March 2010 with the red cover? You can find 
one at the back of the church on Sunday. And thanks 
to everyone for wearing your name tags. It makes us 
more welcoming to visitors and helps us forgetful 

members to keep everyone’s name straight. 

You are invited to join a conversation with Ricardo 
Esquivia, Colombian peace leader, on Sunday, May 
23, 7:00 - 9:00 PM at the home of Barbara Gerlach, 
1302 Geranium St. NW, WDC 20012. Ricardo will 

speak about the increasing violence & church 
efforts. Susan Peacock will provide translation.  
RSVP to Barbara at:  gerlachmack@comcast.net 
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“INSTALLATION” OF THE REVERAND PETER DENNEBAUM, 4/1 1/2010 
 

CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION 
 
The UCC Book of Worship wisely does not endeavor to constrain or structure this part of the installation, the 
charge to the congregation.  But its text implies someone from outside speaking to the congregation.  Here I 
count myself among those charged.    
 
In the same spirit that informed my presentation of the Dennebaum/First Congregational couplet, I charge us to 
the task of nurturing Peter, “the half part of a blessed man,” that he may be a more fully blessed man.  I charge 
us to bring together our own “fair divided excellence.”  And I charge us to “glorify the banks that… (bind us) 
in.”  
 
In traditional terms I charge us to take Peter as our pastor, to love him and accept his love, to honor him and 
accept his praise, to provide him succor and trust him with our need for succor, and to do these things “in 
sickness and in health, for richer, for poorer, for better, for worse, in sadness and in joy.”  

 
On a more practical level, I charge us to laugh and play more.  As a recently 
seen bumper stated, we must “Wag more, bark less.” 
 
In less traditional terms, I charge us to give Peter his privacy, time and space 
away from us so that he may pursue his own interests, growth and love.  We 
outnumber him by almost 200 to one.  We can consume his attention in his 
every waking hour.  We need to be intentional about not calling him on 
Mondays, and about encouraging him to get away for vacations. 
 

I charge us to revel in our diversity, and our commonality. 
 
Most of all I charge us to engage as partners with Peter, with a joy and confidence born of courage, the great 
adventure of realizing God’s leading in the world.   
 
If you accept this charge, say Amen.   
 
 

 
PLEASE MEET OUR INTERIM MUSIC DIRECTOR: 

W. Dudley Oakes 
  

Dudley Oakes is currently Associate Organist at Ascension and St. Agnes Church in 
Washington, DC having completed his tenth season as Organist & Choirmaster at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, Georgetown Parish in Washington, DC last July.  Oakes also continues to 
serve the faculty of Shenandoah University in Winchester, Virginia where he has taught theory 
and organ since 2001. In addition to his musical career, Oakes is Vice President for Sales and 
Marketing for Orgues Létourneau Ltée and has worked with the company on installations coast 
to coast since 1987.   

 
Dr. Oakes has enjoyed his association as adjunct faculty member at George Washington University and 
American University in the DC area.  Prior to moving to Washington, DC Oakes was most recently a member 
of the music faculty of Virginia Wesleyan College in Norfolk, Virginia and Acting Director of Music and 
Organist at First Presbyterian Church. Following completion of a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from The 
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University of Michigan, Oakes was on faculty at Thiel College in Greenville, PA where he served as 
chairperson of the music department and college organist.  

 
An active recitalist and conductor, recent performing activities have included a collaboration with The 
Washington Bach Consort, solo recitals at Washington National Cathedral and St. Thomas Church, New York 
City, and a Messiah performance of “unusual distinction” (portfolio, Norfolk, Virginia).  A sabbatical leave 
from St. John’s Church in 2007 made recital appearances possible in seven states and Canada.  Recital 
appearances, recordings, and broadcasts in the United States, Canada, Australia, England, France, and Germany 
have repeatedly brought him critical acclaim for his “virtuosity, technical brilliance, musical interpretation and 
artistry”.  Oakes was in Russia twice in 2009.  In March, he presented a paper on organ construction and design 
at the Gnessens International Organ Symposium in Moscow, and in July he performed a solo organ recital at the 
Sochi International Organ Festival.  The coming season brings performances in Baltimore, Kentucky, New 
Jersey, New York City, Louisiana, and a return to Russia.   
 
Dudley Oakes lives in Crestwood with his partner Dr. Tom Mitts. They have a dog named Bentley, they love to 
cook, garden, ride our bikes, and travel to Europe.  
 
 
 

HISTORY CORNER:  
MISSIONARIES  

most details from Centennial History. Sent by Dwight Marsh 
 
  What a history as a “mission” church! From the beginning there was the Second Sunday 
offering: Foreign Missions in Jan., Home Missions in Mar., etc. And in D.C. the Church 

leaders’ big role in Howard University and forming of Lincoln Temple, People’s, Annandale, Ingram, American 
Church in Paris, and Cleveland Park churches. And recently Dinner Program/ThriveDC and 2nd Sunday 
donations to Whitman Clinic and others. 
 
As for foreign missions, beginning in 1883, an unbroken succession of sponsored  and supported missionaries.  
Frances Hooper Davis—Japan, Dr. and Mrs Lorin Gates—India, Dr. Edward & Marion Parsons—China, Rev. 
Loy & Edna Long—India, and in 1956 Rev. Leeds & Gladys Gulick—Japan, Okinawa (they had already been 
church members since 1947).  Leeds was a fourth-generation missionary in Japan. They retired in 1964. Their 
daughter Helen married Bob Codding, another very active member, and their daughter Faye is still with us (see 
note below). 
 
And today.  Since May 2007 we have had a “Missionary Relationship” in the UCC 
with Michael Joseph. UCC Global Ministries defines his role in Colombia: “He 
provides pastoral critical presence to church leaders and lay people who are living 
in life-threatening situations.” Barbara Gerlach, who in effect has for years been a 
missionary in Colombia, said of his role: “Michael is a critical presence missionary 
in Colombia work for the Peace Commission of the Council of Evangelical Church 
of Colombia (CEDECOL),” which includes a very active women’s group.  “He has 
been very active in a project documenting human rights violations against church 
and church leaders…. He accompanies ministers and congregations under threat and who have been displaced.”  
Michael has a blog at http://colombiacalling.blogspot.com/ which you may check for updates 
 
First Church is “still seeking” mission opportunities. 
Note by Faye Codding:  “The Gulick family actually started its mission history on the third boat to Hawaii 
(around 1786).  There is even a main road on the main island named ‘Gulick’.  From there they went to the 
Solomon Islands and Japan.  My mother’s generation were all born in Japan.  My cousins, my brother and I 
were the first generation to be born back in the U.S. since they left for Hawaii.”  
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STILL SPEAKING MAGAZINE LAUNCHED 
by Barbara Brown Zikmund 

 
As we move into the future and new people join First Church, they need to know more about 
the United Church of Christ. Here in Washington we are not alone, we are part of family that 
stretches from New England to California. We hand out commas and we talk about being the 

church that says “God is Still Speaking.”  But what does that mean? 
 
For many years the United Church of Christ put out a newspaper called UCNews. It was filled with news about 
the work of the church, editorials, letters to the editor and special mission reports. Gradually, however, in our 
internet world UCC members and congregations have replaced reading UCNews with 
information from http://www.ucc.org. Late last year UCNews ceased publication. 
 
In April a new publication was launched—Still Speaking Magazine—a highly polished, 
eye-catching quality  magazine to tell the story of the United Church of Christ. It focuses 
upon inspiring stories; it paints a picture of us with photos and lively ads about church 
initiatives. It is person oriented. The first issue cover is a close up of a face. It’s tag line is 
“more than words.” 
 
The Outreach and Membership Commission is hard at work cultivating new members. However, it also is 
committed to helping all First Church members learn more about the UCC. To that end we spent $100 and 
ordered ten copies of the new 88 page magazine. In the next few weeks we are inviting members to take a look, 
sign out a copy and take it home to read. Think about subscribing. 
 
Still Speaking Magazine is a substantial magazine, on glossy paper with striking visuals. Something you might 
want to spend time with browsing and reading. Until July 1 there is a special introductory subscription offer–
three years for $29. Individual issues are $12. It will be published twice a year.  We hope that a number of FCC 
members will decide to subscribe to the Still Speaking Magazine. Go to http://www.ucc.org/magazine 
 
 
 

LET’S TELL THE WHOLE WORLD THAT WE WELCOME ALL 
by Barbara Brown Zikmund 

 
First Congregational UCC in Washington, DC has been out in front in 
supporting hospitality and justice for the Gay, Lesbian, Bi-Sexual, and Trans-
gender community for years. Our membership is extremely diverse. 
 
This year, recognizing that the June 12-13 DC Pride parade and festival are a 
public way for us to stand in solidarity with GLBT people the Membership and 
Outreach Commission asked the Church Council to go on record in support of 
DC Pride.  We believe that this event is an opportunity for all members of First 
Church to support GLBT people. 
 
Tobey Slagenweit-Coffman has spearheaded our effort to invite all UCC 
churches in the Potomac Association to join forces with us to march in the DC 
Pride parade together and to have several linked UCC booths at the festival. At 

present we have 13 churches that have signed up. Together we can make a powerful witness that church people 
are not enemies of the GLBT community.  
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To do this, however, all of us need to turn out—to staff a booth for an hour and/or march or ride in the parade. 
Let’s put our bodies out there. This will be fun for families and kids. Faith Brightbill, who was a member of 
Judson Memorial Church in New York City for many years, tells us that the participation of the whole 
congregation in supporting GLBT movement was always an inspiring experience.  
 
If you can march, join us June 12th at 5pm – Location TBD.  Be sure to wear red or black!   Then join us the 
following day, June 13th from 11 am to 6pm just four blocks from the church on Pennsylvania Ave.  If you can 
make it for setup, we need people at 8am.  Otherwise we will have two hour long shifts throughout the day.   
 
If you can work in the booth, are planning to march, or need more info, let Tobey know. tslagenweit-
coffman@hotmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

The Council endorses, encourages, and supports the active involvement 
of all First Church members, their families, friends, colleagues, and 
acquaintances in the annual Capital  
Pride Festival and Parade. Active participation in the Festival and 
Parade is a living example of First Church’s commitment to the 
equality of all people without regard to gender or sexual orientation, 
including all gays, lesbians, bisexuals, and transgendered persons.  Our 
participation further lives out our intention to act as an Open and 
Affirming congregation that welcomes everyone into the Beloved 
Community.  

                            As of March 31, 2010, pledge income is running  
                             approximately 20% behind the expected level. So 

                           far, this has not seriously impacted the church's  
                              financial situation. However, as we move into the  
                             summer, this situation could create a serious cash  
                            flow problem for the church. If you are behind in  
                            paying your pledge, please try to catch up in the 

near future.  
Thank you.  Joe Zikmund, Treasurer 
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TO DOROTHY HEIGHT: 1912-2010 
by Ruth Shinn 

 
Dear Friend,  
 
Thank you. Yes, I am thankful for knowing you first as friend, colleague, and mentor to me 

and many of us on the National Staff and Board of the YWCA.  This was during the turbulent days of the 1960's 
and 1970's.  And thank you that you have affirmed and reaffirmed our friendship in these recent years as you 
have grown in national leadership and renown. 
 
I have rejoiced that despite your physical frailty, your mind has remained quick, your  challenge and delight to 
the end. 
 
“Ninety-eight years” the newspaper says.  What a variety of roles and challenges you met during those decades .   
The public media show you primarily as the one woman who stood with Roy Wilkins (NAACP), Whitney 
Young (National Urban League), A. Philip Randolph (Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters), Floyd McKissick 
(Congress of Racial Equality), and Martin Luther King,  as a series of Presidents called on you for advice. Less 
widely known is the impact you made across the nation through four decades with the YWCA. 
 
The National Board had, long before your arrival, acted to protect working women, especially women of color, 
though initially in separate branches. You often stated that it was the Harlem YWCA and later the National 
Board that gave you a base, and income, to move into broader leadership. The male civil rights leaders whom 
you joined all had paid positions with their organizations. Your work with them was done “using every minute 
of my annual leave,” you said.  Racial justice was, and is, a prime commitment of the YWCA, so some time 
spent could overlap. You were able to bring to the YWCA Board and National Conventions speakers and 
leaders who might not otherwise have been available to us. 
 
The National Student YWCA, the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), 
Martin Luther King, and such events as the march in Selma Alabama called for a major 
quickening of pace (affirmative action), a change of program, staffing, purchasing, and 
investment practices. You challenged each local YWCA to audit itself on these practices and 
make significant changes. 
 
You led a well-meaning middle-class institution that pressed you from different directions.  
The YWCA students, involved in sit-ins at segregated lunch counters, saw you as too slow, a shadow of old 
paternalistic patterns.  They rarely glimpsed the risks you had taken with white women in southern communities 
hostile to interracial groups. But if a cautious member of the National Board said, “The time is not yet ripe,” 
you said “We must ripen the time.” I  remember in particular one day when you pressed the National Board to 
hear the voices of those who said that the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was a bare beginning without voting rights, 
jobs, educational equity. As often, you carried your challenge with a story: Three children were excited with the 
birth of five kittens, more than they had enough money to care for. Out on the sidewalk they held up a little 
sales sign: “Kittens, 10 cents.” 
 
Neighbors came by, a mother and a daughter. After pausing and considering, the mother         pulled out ten 
cents, and the daughter hugged the kitten with delight. Two days later, the         neighbors came back and saw 
just two kittens left. Reaching for one more dime, the mother    stopped short as she saw the sign “Kittens, 25 
cents.”  “But you said ten cents before,” she      exclaimed. “Now their eyes are open,” was the reply. 
 
Thank you, Dorothy, for again and again opening our eyes to justice and moving s to action. 
 
Always a woman of faith, you helped us to see how inseparably faith links with love, respect, and justice. 
Thank you, Dorothy, now and forever. 
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REV. GEOFFREY BLACK’S INSTALLATION 

United Church of Christ General Minister and President Geoffrey Black (center) is 
congratulated at his installation Saturday, April 17, 2010, by Conference Minister 
John Deckenback (left) and the Rev. Arthur Keys, President of Arlington, Va.-
based International Relief and Development. Keys is a former national UCC staff 
person and a member of the United Church of Christ of Seneca Valley in 
Germantown, MD. (Before that he was a member of First Congregational UCC in 
Washington DC.)  The installation took place at the Federated United Church of 

Christ in Chagrin Falls, Ohio.  Black assumed his responsibilities in October 2009 after ten years as Conference 
Minister of the New York Conference.   

Use this link to see  a video of Geoffrey Black's installation as President and General Minister of the UCC held 
this past weekend in Cleveland. 

 http://www.ucc.org/news/installation-weekend-packed.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WASHINGTON INTERFAITH NETWORK 
  

VOTE NEIGHBORHOODS FIRST 
DC JOBS FOR DC RESIDENTS  

 
DC COUNCIL ACCOUNTABILITY NIGHT 
(DC Council Chair Vincent Gray Confirmed)  

 
WHEN:          MONDAY, MAY 17th  
TIME :            7:30-9:30 PM (Musical Prelude at 7 PM) 
                        (please arrive at 7 PM SHARP!!) 
WHERE:       FOUNDRY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
                       16TH & P STREETS, NW                                    
ACTION PURPSOSE:  Hold DC Council Accountable to ensuring the FY 2011 
DC budget fulfills the WIN Vote Neighborhoods First agenda of adequate funding 
for affordable housing, youth recreation, and the Neighborhood Investment Fund & 
to commit to implement WIN’s action plan to put DC residents to work in the green 
economy weatherizing and retrofitting commercial buildings, residential buildings, 
and single family homes. 
TURNOUT GOAL :  650 LEADERS 
WIN LEADER ACTIONS :  1)  Bring Leaders & Community Members who   
                                                       need jobs 
                                                2)   Sign-Up Additional Leaders to Attend Action 
                                                3)   Bring 2010 WIN Dues Payment  

For More Information Contact WIN @ 202-518-0815  
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SUBJECT: May 16, 2010, 4:00 p.m. 

Service of Reception for Covenant Baptist Church-Washington, DC 
   

 
TO: Delegates of the Local Churches  

and Authorized Ministers of the Potomac Association 
 
FROM: Mr. William A. Wooten, Chair, Committee on Church and Ministry 
  Rev. Henry E. Fairman, Moderator, Potomac Association 
  Rev. Kwame Osei Reed, Associate Conference Minister 
 
 
Announcement: 
The Potomac Association,  
Central Atlantic Conference,  
United Church of Christ 
 
cordially invite your presence and prayers for  
 
The Service of Reception for Covenant Baptist Church-Washington, DC. 
 
May 16, 2010, 4:00 p.m.  
at Covenant Baptist Church-Washington, DC. 
 
Reception immediately following at the church.  
 
Clergy who wish to robe and process should arrive one-half hour prior to the service to robe, pray, and prepare 
for the processional.  Red or rainbow stoles encouraged! 
 
Directions and Location Instructions: 
 
Please follow this link for an interactive map to Covenant Baptist Church. 
3845 South Capitol Street, Washington, DC  20032, 202.562.5576 
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If you are willing to give rides, please let us know how many available 
additional seats you can provide.  

Thanks. 
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          MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 
Kimberly Bassler, Cindy Mazur, Scott Prentice  
Rebekah Ross 
Peter Spinella, Christine Moore  

 Stefani Filak, Anne Griffis  
Sara Spinella, Joan King, Edmond Chaffee  

 Peter Smolinsky Withbroe  
Nick McConnell, Jessica Prentice 
Michael Spinella  
Tom Mascolino 
Ruth Shinn, Mary Layne  

 
 

 
                                 COFFEE HOUR HOSTS FOR MAY 
  
9       Nick & Nan McConnell, Randy Herrick-Stare, Joan King  
16     Grace & Don Bassler, Linda Cerder, Pat Ashbrook 
23     Marian Drafke, Mark Jensen, Joe Alfred, Nathan Gehlert 
30     Marie Rietmann, David Greer, Harry Knox, Mike Bozeman 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20s/30s STAMMTISCH   
Is held every last Wednesday of the month 

 
When: Wednesday, May 26th  

Where: TBD 
Time: 7pm - 9pm 

 
 We are looking forward to hearing more faith journeys and sharing in one 

another's lives...If you have any questions, please contact Peter 
Dennebaum @ 202-4476950 

 � 

The Gabriel’s Horn is a publication of  the 
Congregation. 

 
Please feel therefore free to share with us in the 
Gabriel’s Horn  
 
o a story from your life,  
o an exciting project you do in your 

professional life or  
o tell us an important project you do within 

your commission. 
Peter 
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CALENDAR FOR MAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 1 

Wednesday, May 5 
  4:30   Volunteers at Thrive DC 
  6:00   Worship Commission  

Thursday, May 6 
  5:45   Outreach & Membership 
Commission, Church Office 
  5:45   Facilities Commission, 
Starbucks / 500 New Jersey Ave., 
NW 
Friday-Sunday, May 7-9 
Confirmation Class retreat 

WEEK 3 

Sunday, May 16 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Sunday Worship 
            Confirmation Class will 
            lead the service 
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
  4:00  Reception Service for 
Covenant Baptist Church 

Tuesday, May 18 
   6:30  Council 

Thursday, May 20 
  7:30   FC Choir Rehearsal 

You can also check FC calendar at 
our website www.fccuccdc.org or 
go directly to the link: 
http://www.google.com/calendar/e
mbed?src=fccuccdc%40gmail.com
&ctz=America/New_York 

WEEK 4 

Sunday, May 23 
11:30  Christian Education  
           Commission, Building  
            Museum 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Sunday Worship  
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
  2:30   Spring Congregational   
            meeting 

Wednesday, May 26 
  7:00   20s/30s Sttamtisch  

Thursday, May 27 
  7:30   FC Choir Rehearsal 

 
 

WEEK 2 

Sunday, May 9 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Sunday Worship 
            Preaching: Dwight Davis 
            Worship Leader: Pat       
            Ashbrook  
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
  4:00   Meeting of the 
Confirmation Class mentors at 
Susie Hayward’s house 

Monday, May 10 
   6:30  Finance Commission 

Tuesday, May 11 
   7:00  Social Action 

Thursday, May 13 
  7:30   FC Choir Rehearsal 

WEEK 5 

Sunday, May 30 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Sunday Worship 
            Preaching: Harry Knox 
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
  2:30   Nurture lead by Harry Knox 
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 Snowing Spring  

    “a curious gladness shook me”----Stanley Kunitz 
 

Bridal white petals 
spill into wind like 
late spring snow, 

pile in drifts along the way, 
polka-dot the steps, 

unveil a Bradford pear tree, 
now newly green. Fragile 

spring beauties, starlike faces 
pink as pinafores, weave 

a rich floor cover in the woods. 
Dandelions’ yellow ruffs 

and primrose pop up unexpectedly. 
Scarlet camellias unfurl, dogwood bursts 

its buds. Spring loads her brush with color, 
her canvas throbs with life. 

 
Phyllis J. Evans  

4/10 

 
 

Forecast 
 

Sunday, June 6 
10:30 am – Outdoor Worship Service @ RockCreek Park 
(Sunday School Recognition) followed by picnic & games 


