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Welcome, Bonnie! 
                                  by Peter Dennebaum          
        
What does it mean for us to have now The Rev. Barbra Hardy 
(Bonnie) starting this Sunday working with us as Associate Minister 
for Christian Education, after a long time without this position?  

 
Bonnie is an ordained UCC Minister, has also a MA in Educational Psychology, was 
a public school teacher, plays guitar and conducts choirs, worked as Chaplain, 
spiritual director and belongs to the team, which writes the UCC CE Online 
Curriculum “Faith Practices”. Currently she writes her dissertation, titled “Child 
Spirit”.  
 
FIRST:  First focus of Bonnie will be without doubt Sunday School Children, youth 
and their families. Young families are the key for the needed alternation of 
generations and church growth. I repeat: New young families are key for church 
growth. Bonnie is the result of our agreed strategic decision to grow as church and 
become younger. We are convinced that she is for this purpose a perfect match! 
 
SECOND: Bonnie’s work will not be limited to children – Christian Education 
includes the whole congregation. We hope that her spiritual gifts will be able to 
provide guidance not only for our children, teenagers and our families, but also for 
the whole congregation. With her musical gifts and our new music director we hope 
to get on an adventurous musical journey.  
 
THIRD:  Bonnie is part of an integral effort of the church for church growth, deeper 
spirituality and our mission/outreach efforts. CE, worship and Social Action will be 
the primarily fields, Bonnie will invest her 15 hours/week. 
 
We thank very much for the excellent work and decision of the CE Search 
Committee: Kristy Goodfellow, Carolyn Marsh, Priscilla Waters, Meg Young, Ann 
Griffis and Kim Darling!  
 
Please welcome Bonnie cordially in our midst on our journey!   Peter 
 
 
 
 
 

Website: www.fccuccdc.org 
Email: fcc@fccuccdc.org 

Phone Office: 202-628-4317; Phone Peter: 202-441-6950 
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 
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                                       NEWS FROM AROUND THE PARISH 
by Joan King 

 
Our confirmation class went on retreat the weekend of May 8 and had car trouble, so they 
didn’t make it back in time for church. We hear that they were very fortunate to get Pep Boys 
in Dover, Delaware, to replace the water pump on the Withbroe-Smolinsky van on a Sunday, 

and they managed to get home by Sunday evening. Pat Ashbrook was the worship leader and our new member, 
Dwight Davis, preached a thoughtful and very appropriate sermon honoring three matriarchs on Mothers’ Day. 
 
The confirmation class organized and led a lovely worship service on May 16 
including lots of contemporary music and an interesting dramatization of the 
scripture. The emphasis was on breaking chains and the importance of being 
true to ourselves. 
 
The afternoon of May 16, several FCC members attended the service of reception 
and helped to welcome the Covenant Baptist Church into the UCC. It was a very impressive service where The 
Reverend Dr. Jeremiah A. Wright, Jr. delivered the sermon. Barbara Gerlach joined Covenant Baptist Church, 
as did Ron Hopson and son Christopher, but Ron assured us that he is not leaving us at First Church. 
 
At the church service on May 23, Isaiah Davis was confirmed and joined the church. The other young people, 
Lucas Cacozza, Maya King, Graham Marsh, Mia Mecagni, and Ben Withbroe chose to be affirmed in the 
church but decided not to be confirmed and join the church at this time. The affirmands/confirmand and their 
mentors were honored and gifts were presented to them. We all salute and congratulate our fine young people.  
Appreciation also was expressed to Eda Uca-Dorn, Meg Young, and Kristy Goodfellow for their work with 
the children.  
 
Peg Lorenz reported on the Spring Congregational meeting that was held on May 23 after church. The 
Treasurer said that the balance sheet as of the end of 2009 should be prepared by the end of June 2010. We have 
not been able to pay Peter Dennebaum’s salary until his immigration status is resolved. It was discovered that 
Peter’s immigration papers were waylaid at the INS, but now they are in process, and the issue should be settled 
in 45 days. In the meantime, he is not legally employed by the church, but we are lending him enough money to 
live on. We all are urged to keep our pledges up to date. 
 
The contract was approved with Dr. Dudley Oates as Interim Music Director. The Christian Education 
Commission voted in morning of May 23rd unanimously for Barbra Ann Hardy Bonnie, called Bonnie, as new 
CE minister. Bonnie will start June 6th. (See her bio here in this GH edition). Council has already approved her 
contract, and the congregation will approve it at the Fall Congregational meeting. 
 
Renewal of Commission Charters was postponed until the Fall meeting. Hard copies of the Amended Annual 
Report were handed out, and Randy will publish a list of ALL who served in 2009.  Barbara Brown Zikmund  
said 21 people had joined the church in recent months and that we need to define membership. She wants to 
have a congregational meeting to look at the by-laws, discuss the issue, and see if changes need to be made 
(e.g., should Council continue to be asked to approve new members). 
 
There was a discussion about moving the worship service to 4 PM during the summer, but it was voted to 
continue the services at 1 PM and to ask the Worship and Christian Education Commissions to look into 
holding a special family worship service. Tobey Slagenweit-Coffman talked about the Pride Parade on June 12 
and Pride Sunday June 13. 
 
David Greer was pictured and featured in an article in The Washington Post on May 17 about a web site he 
helped establish as a blog about a mysterious murder.  www.whomurderedrobertwone.com is “a new-media 



 3 

instant encyclopedia of the ongoing investigation and prosecution (though not on murder charges) of the 
mysterious slaying of Wone, a Washington lawyer.” 
 
On May 26, I called the phone number provided in Cynthia’s e-mail to find out what was happening with the 
Hobbs-Chaffee family, and here is what I found out from Edmond.  We know they all have been living in 
Jamaica on assignment for some time. On May 7, 3¾-year-old Liam severely fractured his leg in a scooter 
accident. Cynthia and Liam were evacuated to Joe DiMaggio Children’s Hospital in Hollywood, Florida, where 
Liam could get the required pediatric services. Edmund and the other two children (Dylon and Jessica) joined 
them in Florida about May 15. Cynthia, Dylon and Jessica then returned to Jamaica, and Edmond and Liam 
remain in Florida. Liam was in traction for 19 days and finally was put in a cast. He is 
to see the Florida doctor again on June 1, and then they will determine their next steps. 
They hope the unrest in Jamaica settles down so that they can return there then. Our 
beloved member Bonnie Ponwith, who now lives in Key Biscayne, Florida, has been 
very helpful to them during this ordeal. Edmond said Liam is a real trooper, and he 
loved the card from the Building museum we sent him. The phone number that worked 
was 240-498-2094, and we must keep all of them in our prayers.   
 
Our congregation is on the move! Peg Lorenz will spend Memorial Day weekend in Bloomington, Indiana with 
her niece and other family members.  On June 5, Joe Lorenz will graduate from Williams College, and Peg will 
be there with Joe's parents and brother.  On June 16, Peg, Phyllis Evans, and two other friends will leave for a 
two-week arts and crafts trip to Ireland.  In addition to that, Phyllis just won a trip to Santa Fe, NM, in August, 
in a sweepstakes at the Phillips Collection.  Her daughter Jan will be traveling with her on that trip.  Faith 
Brightbill  will be enjoying a reunion with her sister and brother in law on a cruise, visiting 10 Caribbean 
Islands until June 10. 
 
Jeanne and Randy Herrick-Stare welcomed their second grandchild on May 7, but they are acting like 
youngsters! Randy reports that he will be hiking the Colorado Trail from Denver to as far as he can get.  He 
says he hopes to cover 240 miles to a point on the road between Salida and Monarch Pass, but will be doing 
well if he gets to Buena Vista. Peter Tracey will be Acting Moderator in Randy’s absence June 20 through July 
4. 
 
Karen Pence and Brian Bucks will be in Detroit, Michigan on June 12th for the memorial service for Karen’s 
paternal grandmother, Mary Pence. She died peacefully at age 95 a couple weeks ago. She lived in a retirement 
home in Maryland for the last two years of her life, so Karen got to see her often, and in fact, was lucky enough 
to visit her the day before she died. 
 
James Estes reports that, effective July 1, 2010, he will be the full-time Information Services Librarian at 
Wesley Theological Seminary.  Nancy Withbroe also will have a new job as of June 14 as director of 
foundation relations at Share Our Strength, the national nonprofit working to end childhood hunger in America. 
And Peter Tracey will be joining the Washington, DC office of Perkins Coie LLP effective May 28. 
  
Karen and Peter Byrne’s youngest child, Abby, graduated from Colgate University on May 16.  She is now 
off to Boston to work as a research assistant to an innovative shoulder surgeon at Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital.  Tom Wilson, son of Suzanne Snyder and Neil Wilson, is graduating from the Harbour School at 
Baltimore on June 6. Tom has an unpaid internship in a lab at Johns Hopkins University this summer working 
with one of the foremost stem cell researchers in the country on juvenile diabetes and spinal chord injuries.  We 
hear also that our outstanding scholar Nicole Cacozza will be attending Brown next year.  Congratulations to 
all! 
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The Outreach and Membership Commission says that it's great that so many people are wearing their name tags. 
Let’s keep it up! 
 
Eric Steiner asked me to pass along the following letter.  He will be missed. 
 
 
Dear First Church, 

  
With a happy yet heavy heart I write to let you know I have become a member of Alfred Street 
Baptist Church in Alexandria . 
  
Jennifer and I have been attending together for awhile to decide which church will be a better 
fit for us after we join in marriage this August. 

  
It was a very difficult decision for us.  First Church has been my home in DC since I first arrived in town in 
March 2003.  I will never be able to repay the love and kindness the people of First Church have shown me, the 
patience for my lack of attendance while in law school, and the support that's been shown for Jennifer and me.  
Know that a piece of me will always be with First Church. 
  
This isn't the sort of decision I wanted to share over email; I'm just not sure when the next time we will be in 
attendance at First Church .  Jennifer and I wish to express our appreciation for your friendship, and we wish all 
of you all the peace and love God may provide on your continued faith journey, as we continue on ours.  Many 
blessings be unto you! 
  
My phone number and email remain the same - if ever there is anything you need or a way I can be helpful, 
please do not hesitate to call. 
  
With love and peace, 
Eric 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

 End of Sunday School Year Potluck 

This Sunday, June 6th, after our 1 PM worship service, the FCC Care of Parish and 
Christian Ed commissions are holding an indoor potluck picnic in the Fellowship Hall 
to celebrate the end of the church school year and our wonderful Sunday school kids.  

We are hoping folks can contribute picnic-type foods (e.g. salads, cold cuts, 
sandwiches, devilled eggs, cookies, brownies) to the feast (anything that does not need 
to cooked in the FTLC kitchen).  We are planning some fun activities for the kids and 

will also have a ‘make your own ice cream sundae’ bar for everyone. 

Please join us – summer is just around the corner, the year is winding down, and it is 
time to take a little time to celebrate the achievements and amazing growth of the 

wonderful young people who are such an important part of the life of our community.  
And also have some fun in the process!  Hope to see you there! 

The Care of Parish and Christian Ed Commissions 
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The Rev. Barbra Ann Hardy [“Bonnie”] : 
Associate Minister for Christian Education  

 
My name is Barbra Ann Hardy but everyone calls me Bonnie. I come to you from 
Alexandria, VA where my husband and I relocated four years ago. I graduated with an M. 
Div. from Claremont School of Theology in Los Angeles, gave my cap and gown back to 
the company two hours later, and climbed into our car where we began our drive across 
country. Prior to this home in Alexandria, I lived in So. California my entire life. 
 

My first career included public school teaching grades 4-6 and music teaching ages preschool through high 
school. For several years I worked as a choir director for children and youth at a local Presbyterian (USA) 
church. During this time I became a part of a creative and vibrant church staff and experienced a call to the 
ministry. My most recent academic experience was to complete my D. Min. work in Christian Spirituality this 
past summer. My dissertation, which is in progress is titled: "Exploring Child-Spirit in Small Group Experience 
Using Symbol and Creative Expression." I also am employed by Pilgrim Press as a curriculum writer. Faith 
Practices is our current project, available for congregations on July 15, 2010.  
 
My work for the past four years includes ordination in the UCC at Little River in Annandale, VA. I spent time 
volunteering there while my partner, Bill Middleton, served in Iraq. Bill is a Navy Chaplain, ordained as a 
Presbyterian (USA) pastor. I also worked for a year at a retirement community in Frederick, MD associated 
with the UCC as their assistant chaplain. That was before I realized how far away Frederick is from Alexandria! 
Since 2003 I have served in a private practice as a spiritual director. I am a member of Spiritual Director's 
International. Since Spiritual Direction is an important part of my ministry, I also work on a part-time basis at 
the Center for Prayer and Pilgrimage at the National Cathedral.  
 
Bill and I have been married for eight years and have a blended family of six children aged 15-30 years. Five of 
the six live in California. Our oldest daughter, Melissa,  like her step-father,is an ordained pastor with the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). She is currently searching for a call. Both of my daughters are professional 
musicians. Melissa graduated from Peabody Conservatory with a degree in cello performance before she 
attended Princeton Seminary. Emily is a free lance violin player, making her way in Los Angeles by playing 
and teaching classical/improvisational fiddle and jazz violin. Bill's two sons are in community college. Bill has 
one daughter heading to UC Riverside in the fall and one daughter still in high school. None of the children live 
with us full time, so we fuss over our two dogs and five ferrel cats constantly.  
 
Phew, what a lot of information all about me. Enough! Now I want to get to know you. I am eager to be a part 
of your church family, having met with the search committee and feeling a certain connection with them. May 
God bless our continuing relationship as we move with Peter as our guide to be the people God calls us to be. 
 
Peace to you, 
Bonnie 
 
 
 

HISTORY CORNER: 
 
                               Reprints of the church's "Centennial History... 1865-1965" are available for $10 (reprint   
                               cost) from Dwight Marsh on Sunday at church, or by mail (check made out to Dwight for  
                               $11.90). 
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Pride 
by Tobey Slagenweit-Coffman 

 
June is PRIDE month celebrating the diversity that is the 
LGBT community. 
 

Beginning Jun 4th, there will be multiple events around the District, northern 
VA and MD.  Two of the most important are the Capital Pride Parade and the 
Capital Pride Festival.  The UCC is the leader in the ecumenical community for 
diversity and supporting our Gay and Lesbian brothers and sisters, as well as 
those of Bisexual and Transgender identities. 
 
But how can you a member of First Church get involved? 
 
First Church has joined with 13 other ONA churches from the Potomac 
Association to pool our resources and expand the hugs and love to LGBT of the 
Washington Metro area. 
 
Your first opportunity to join in will be June 12 th for the Capital Pride Parade.  We will gather on 23rd St 
between N & M Streets in NW beginning at 5pm.  Our group is O-16 marching under the name “United Church 
of Christ”.  Parade step off is at 6:30pm and will march from P St through the heart of the Dupont Circle and 
across the city to end at Thomas Circle.  Last year over 100,000 people lined the parade route.  Speaking from 
personal experience, this was an amazing time.  And I truly 
believe we will live up to the parade’s theme of “You Ain’t 
Seen Nothin’ Yet!” 
 
The Parade takes about 2 hours to march the route.  For those 
who can’t walk the whole time, we will have vehicles that you 
can hop on and ride for a bit (or the whole thing!).  We will 
also be handing out buttons and flyers with the ONA churches 
so people can find us and maybe a church home. 
 
What if you can’t make it at the start due to Central Atlantic Conference?  You have the map and you can 
join us as we march by! 
So come join us for one heck of time and be dazzled by the pageantry of the community. 

 
Your second opportunity is the Capital Pride 
Festival June 13th from 11am -6pm.  If you ever 
wanted to see diversity in action and attend the 
wildest street fair, then this is your chance.  The 
Festival features 3 stages, a family area and plenty 
of places to get food and refreshment!  What it 
also features is three booths staffed by the UCC.  
While we don’t have exact placement of the 
booths at this time, to find us come Sunday 
morning, look for the United Church of Christ. 
 
Entrance to the festive will be at 7th and 
Pennsylvania and easily accessed by metro at the 
National Archives station on the yellow and green 
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lines (come expecting a crowd).  Not to mention you are just four short blocks from First Trinity. 
 
Now how can you help?  We need people to help setup and work two hour shifts throughout the festival.  We 
will be hosting email sign ups, ONA card hand out and information on where people can find a church home.  
Shifts start at 10am and go to 6pm. 
 
How do I let you know I want to attend or help out?  Please contact Tobey Slagenweit-Coffman at either 
202-329-4617 or tslagenweit-coffman@hotmail.com.  We will also have sign up sheet in the back of the 
sanctuary on Sunday. 
 
So come on out to Capital Pride 2010 and find out why they say “You Ain’t Seen Nothin’ Yet!” 

 
 
 

Second Sunday Offering Supports the Work of the 
WASHINGTON INTERFAITH NETWORK 

 
Our Second Sunday Offering for June, June 13th 2010, will go to support the work of our partner in faith the 
Washington Interfaith Network or WIN.   
 
Through WIN, we work with other faith communities across the DC area 
to change public policy whenever we see injustice.  WIN helped lead the 
Neighborhoods First Program that organized people of faith in 
Washington to challenge the mayor and the city council to use money 
from DC’s renaissance to rebuild neighborhoods that had long been 
neglected.  It has helped provide parks and improved schools.   
 
WIN’S many successes are chronicled on its website:  http://www.windc-iaf.org.  Visit the website and click on 
Neighborhoods First for a much more complete explanation of this program and to see the wide variety of 
programs which allow us to work together with other faith communities to bring new hope to our city and 
region. 
 
Please give generously to support the work of this very important partner in the work of God’s people.  We will 
receive and dedicate this offering on June 13, during afternoon worship. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Justice and Peace Action Network (JPANet) is the arm through which 
Justice and Witness Ministries of the UCC carries out its mission statement.  It is 

our denomination’s grassroots advocacy network composed of individual 
members and local UCC congregations across the country. 

 
Our voices are stronger when we join them together.  Visit the link below to sign 

up for the JPANet.  You will receive a weekly electronic action alert and 
monthly electronic newsletter of events, resources and updates. 

 
http://www.ucc.org/justice/join-the-network/ 
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Larry Chang  (Ecolocity)   ++   Rev. Peter Dennebaum (First Congregational UCC, DC)   ++  Jerry 
Konohia  (Open Door Housing Fund)   ++   Beth Norcross  (Sustainable Seminaries Project)   ++   Rev. 
Janet Parker  (Rock Spring UCC, Arlington, VA) ++   Irv Sheffey  (Sierra Club)   ++   Severin Skolrud 

(Friends of the Earth)    ++ Pamela  Sparr  (All Souls Church, DC) 
�
�

Would Like to Invite You 
 to a Learning and Conversation Session 

 
 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

We are individuals and groups who are helping to create positive change in the metro-area, who are passionate 
about building a more just and sustainable local economy. We come with questions like: 

·  How can we better support the good work in progress around us?   
·  What are the most effective ways to nurture the transformations needed?   
·  What is most strategic for us to be doing together now? 
·  How can we better collaborate across jurisdictional lines and different sectors of work – from urban 

agriculture and gardening to green jobs training and employment creation; from affordable, green 
housing to affordable, green energy; from safer, greener public areas to responsible redevelopment; from 
alternative currencies to restorative justice initiatives?    

·  How can faith-based and secular groups better work together?   

�
�
�
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Wednesday, June 16th 
 6.30pm – 8.30pm 

 Friends of the Earth 
1100 15th Street, NW, ( Corner of L Street), 11th floor  

Washington, D.C.    20005 
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Welcome & Introduction 
 

& 
The Transition Town model - Presentation by Larry Chang and discussion 
Started in the UK, this is a world-wide movement with many local experiments around the U.S.  Ecolocity is 
using this model in the metro DC area to confront peak oil, climate change, and the current economic crisis.  
The Transition Town model advocates a low-energy, community-based economy where ‘food, energy and other 
essentials are locally produced, local economies are strengthened and we have learned to live more within our 
means.’ It is a bottom-up, ‘down-shift’ approach, capitalizing on the skills/talents/strengths of local community 
members. DC is the first major U.S. city where the Transition Town model is taking hold. 
 

& 
The STAR Indicators Project – presentation by Pamela Sparr and discussion 
While the Transition Town movement is a grassroots-led effort aimed at changing municipal life, the primary 
change agents in the STAR Indicators Project are local elected officials and government employees. STAR 
focuses on shaping the way local jurisdictions use their money and policies to create a more ecologically and 
economically sustainable future for all.  Sponsored by ICLEI-US, the Center for American Progress and the 
U.S. Green Building Council, STAR is in its second year of work, cheered on by city officials from around the 
U.S. who have asked for a comprehensive, rigorous, voluntary roadmap/framework they can use and compare 
themselves against. Pamela Sparr chairs the Technical Advisory Committee tasked with ensuring that all the 
goals and indicators created promote affordability, equity and social inclusion.   

 
&  

Possible next steps  
 
�

 MODERATION:   
Amy Vruno, 

Community organizer Washington Interfaith Network (WIN) 
�
�

��
�����	�
��
��
������
��	��	
����
����
�� 

Barno Khadjibaeva (fcc@fccuccdc.org / 202-628-4317) 

�
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LIST OF INVITED ORGANIZATIONS: 
 

1. All Souls Church, Unitarian, Washington, DC 
2. Americans for Social Justice 
3. Anacostia Reverkeeper 
4. Ashoka Community Greens 
5. Business Alliance for Local Living Economies 
6. Center for a New American Dream 
7. Chesapeake Climate Action Network 
8. Church of the Pilgrims (Presbyterian Church, USA) 
9. Coalition for Nonprofit Housing & Economic Development 
10. Community Economic Development & Housing Dept., City of Takoma Park, MD 
11. Covenant Baptist Church (U.C.C.) 
12. DC Central Kitchen 
13. DC Environmental Network 
14. DC Food Justice Coalition 
15. DC Statehood Green Party 
16. DC's Food to Fork Network 
17. Downtown Cluster of Congregations 
18. Earth Conservation Corps 
19. East Washington Heights Baptist Church 
20. Ecolocity – Washington, DC 
21 Emerging Church Movement 
22. EmpowerDC 
23. Enterprise Community Partners 
24. First Congregational UCC in DC 
25. Forum on Faith, Ecology and Economy 
26. Friends of the Earth 
27. Green America & Green Business Network & Green Festivals 
28. Green DMV 
29. Groundwork Anacostia River DC 
30. GWIPL (Greater Washington Interfaith Power and Light) 
31. Live Green 
32. Metro Science for the People 
33. Mi Casa 
34. Open Door Housing Fund – Washington, DC 
35. One DC 
36. Potomac Conservancy 
37. Rock Spring UCC Church, Arlington, VA 
38. Sierra Club, Environmental Justice & Community Partnerships Program 
39. St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church 
40. Sustainable Business Network of Washington 
41. Temple Adat Shalom, Bethesda, MD 
42. Time Banks USA 
43. Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Fairfax 
44. Virginia Interfaith Center 
45. Washington Peace Center 
46. Wesley Seminary 
47. WIN (Washington Interfaith Network) 
48. YouthBuild, Latin American Youth Center Charter School 
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Professor Welling Hall 
To address Congregation in Nurture on June 20: 

Foreign Affairs in a Peace Perspective 
 

Following worship on June 20, Welling Hall, a frequent participant at FCUCC for the last 
year, will lead us in a time to reflect on Foreign Affairs in a Peace Perspective.  Welling has 
been in Washington on Sabbatical from Earlham College for the last year.  She has been working 
with a Member of Congress who serves on House Foreign Affairs Committee. For the last several 
months, she has been working on the reauthorization of the Foreign Aid Act, immigration reform, 

and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 
 
Welling has generously agreed to share with our congregation some of the insights she has gained over the last 
year.  She will be returning to her job as Plowshares Professor of Peace Studies at Earlham in August, 
so come and share with her in reflecting on this very important part of our national life.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We thank Anne Griffis  for pointing out the article in The Washington Post on Sunday, May 30, 
2010 (E9) by Philip Kennicott on "A striking modernist landmark gets a complementary 
companion".  The landmark is the Ludwig Miles van der Rohe designed Martin Luther King Jr. 
Memorial Library, our neighbor!  And the complementary companion is the new FCUCC 
church and office building.   
  
"across the open pit,....the library looks shockingly good."  
 "...a congregation that is the oldest integrated flock in the city..." 
  
"The new tower, which will slowly box in the old Mies building, may be better than most.  
Certainly there should be high expectations for the church space, the first Washington project 
from Williams and Tsien.  Tod Williams says they have tried to capture the spirit of a church 
that serves people who "have not been the primary movers and shakers in Washington" but 
have raised powerful voices for social justice.  A "light box" will signify "the spirit of 
illumination" and connect the church space to the street..." 
  
You can read the whole piece at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2010/05/27/AR2010052706081.html 
 

Anne Griffis  has been elected to the World Day of Prayer USA Board of Directors.  World Day 
of Prayer is a worldwide ecumenical movement of women in 170 countries.  Women of many 
faith traditions come together to observe a common day of prayer yearly on the first Friday in 
March.  Throughout the entire day, prayers follow the sun's path around the globe. The WDP 
motto is: "Informed prayer leads to prayerful action."  CONGRATULATIONS!  
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          JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 

Liz Warren, Peter Tracey  
Sam Brylawski, John Marsh  
Randy Jones, Lin Ludy, Maya King  

 Lily Smeltzer, Cecelia Warren  
 Raine Anderson, Polly Gordon  
 Nicole Bushmiller Cacozza, Don Bassler 
 James Robb, Jean Limvere  
 

 
 
                                 COFFEE HOUR HOSTS FOR JUNE 
  
6       Byron Adams, Marie Rietmann, Laura Mecagni., Michael Zawada 
13     Jennie Hunt, Bob Croslley, Phyllis Evans, Suzanne Snyder 
20     BBZ, Joe Zikmund, James Estes, Lucille Dickinson 
27     Nancy Withbroe, Paul Smolinsky, Alisa Tanaka-Dodge, Judith Oliver 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20s/30s STAMMTISCH   
Is held every last Wednesday of the month 

 
When: Wednesday, June 30th   
Where: Mr. Henry's, 601 Pennsylvania Ave. SE, 
Washington, DC. (202) 546-8412, (202) 546-8412      . 
Gay Bar & Restaurant. 

 
Time: 7pm - 9pm 

 
 We are looking forward to see you. 

If you have any questions, please contact  
Peter Dennebaum @ 202-441-6950 

 � 

The Gabriel’s Horn is a publication of  the 
Congregation. 

 
Please feel therefore free to share with us in the 
Gabriel’s Horn  
 
o a story from your life,  
o an exciting project you do in your 

professional life or  
o tell us an important project you do within 

your commission. 
Peter 
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CALENDAR FOR JUNE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 2 

Sunday, June 6 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Worship with Sunday 
School Recognition (no sermon) 
  2:00   Indoor picnic with games, 
organized by Care of Parish and 
Christian Education Commission 

Tuesday, June 8 
   6:30  Council  

   7:30  Pride Interfaith Service @ 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
4th & I Streets SW 

Thursday, June 10 
  7:30   FC Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, June 11–Sunday, June 13 
The Central Atlantic Conference 
Annual Meeting @ University of 
Delaware 

Saturday, June 12 
   5:30   Capital Pride Parade 

WEEK 4 

Sunday, June 20 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Worship 
Preaching: Peter Dennebaum 
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
  2:30  Nurture lead by Welling 
Hall. Renewal of AID (Agency for 
International Development) 

Thursday, June 24 
  7:30   FC Choir Rehearsal 

You can also check FC calendar at our website www.fccuccdc.org or go directly to the link: 
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=fccuccdc%40gmail.com&ctz=America/New_York 
 
 

WEEK 5 

Sunday, June 27 
11:00  Christian Education  
           Commission, Building  
            Museum 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Worship  
            Preaching: Bonnie Hardy 
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 

Wednesday, June 30 
  7:00   20s/30s Stammtisch  

 

WEEK 3 

Sunday, June 13 
11:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Capital Pride Festival 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Worship 
Preacher: Nick Benton 
Sermon title: "What Now Lazarus? 
Beyond Pride and Equality" 
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 

Monday, June 14 
   6:30  Finance Commission 
   7:30   WIN (see box below) 

Thursday, June 17 
  5:45   Outreach & Membership 
Commission 
  7:30   FC Choir Rehearsal 

WIN Action Team 
 

When:          Monday  June 14th 
Time:           7:30 pm – 9:30 pm  
Where:         Mt. Lebanon Baptist Church, 1219 New Jersey Ave NW, (Near Mt. Vernon Square 
and 6, blocks from NY Ave Metro, street (parking available.) 
Turnout Quota:             3-5 Key Core Team members from each institution. 
 



 14 

 
 

Sent by Meg Young 
(the poem was used as a part of Call to Worship on Affirmation/Confirmation Sunday,  

Pentecost, May 23) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Bird Shadows/Holy Spirit 
 

My God is in the next room, 
cooking unseen feasts 

and humming; 
moments of ache before rain 
when the whole June cloud 
is ready to burst through 

though no drop has yet fallen; 
dandelion blades that insist 

adamantly they must reside directly 
in the middle of your neighbor's 
blacktopped suburban driveway; 

sights of the shadow of a bird flitting 
by the sill near the bed of an aging Grace, 
who can no longer move but counts herself 

lucky because at least she can still see. 
This is my God: 

expectant and grinning 
wild and near. 

 
Callid Keefe-Perry 

 
 

 
 


