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The Break

by Peter Dennebaum

.

a4 We undergo at this point in our lives a break itloable sense — as
/ : summer and vacation break as well as strategichraetup.

~— E= Some of you recognized that | have become in thefeav weeks
more outspoken about needed changes. After 8 mafithminly listening | started
formulating goals and criteria, which got develojped of this listening:

(2) 1 have encouraged Social Action (and its Gr&eibcommittee) to broaden its
leadership among us by leading us into new misiaits and getting us according to
its Charta communicational connected with our nleaghood (Downtown Cluster,

Penn quarter, WALLE) and denominational setting s@sation, Conference,

Washington Justice & Witness Office) with the gtmabet us with the time back into
a creative and accepted leadership role in our aamityn

(2) | insisted to the Search Committee for the Reramt Music Minister that the
picked person needs skils which go much beyond tlraditional
organ/piano/classical choir expectations. It setrtse wise to have for the Sunday
worship also in future only a moderate extensiomasic/preaching/worship styles.
But with moving back to T0G we need to add to our portfolio a contemporary
Saturday night program with worship offer, whichgets explicit ADDITIONAL,
YOUNG and PROGRESSIVE people. An Open City Conogetds to be developed.
(We will hear about it more in future.)

(3) I expressed to the Pastor Relationship Comenifte urgent need for a strategic
body, composed out of the chairs of our workingugo The gearing of our
considerations and actions is essential as exiagtéat church growth — if we really
want to make it happen! Church growth must be as=sectional task. But | can’t see
in the moment that we would have a common senseaaageness what this might
mean. We need to talk about it!

But before the Israelites left Egypt and went on tk journey towards the
Promised Land they prepared themselves and rebuiltNow it is summer - time
for a break. Taking a break is a question of self@spect. You earned it, so take
the break! We will go on with our work after the sunmer break! Have a
wonderful summertime!

Website: www.fccuccdc.org; Email: fcc@fccuccdc.org
Phone Office: 202-628-4317; Phone Peter: 202-441-6950
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am — 2:00 pm




NEWS FROM ABUND THE PARISH
by Joan King

Church on June 6 was very special for a few reasttesare very happy th&onnie Hardy

. began her service as associate minister at FCUGC tlee wedding oMike and Tobey
~ Slagenweit-Coffman was affirmed. After church we had an indoor pictoccelebrate the

beginning of summer, and John Marsh led a triviastjons-about-First-Church contest that was a fiduio

and we learned some history.

At noon on June 13eter Dennebaumand Bonnie Hardy led a worship service for 15-20 people at our
construction site at fband G. They emphasized that we are a church of bemyinnings. It was reported
happily that concrete had been poured there forsthe of the parking garage. After that servidey
processed to ™ and E with percussion accompaniment for the regséavice.Ellen Bushmiller led an
inspiring service andlicholas Bentonpreached a wonderful sermon that day around #mehof LGBT pride
and equality. Many people participated in the Gaigle Festival that afternoon as they had in thageathe
day before, and they thoroughly enjoyed both events

Peter Dennebaumpreached a thought-provoking sermon entitled “6dG Presence” on June 200e Alfred

was worship leader, arBlonnie Hardy provided able assistance. At the worship sergitdune 27Bonnie

Hardy preached and her husbaiil) Middleton , served as worship leader. The service includel@ssing of
the baptism of Miyako Margaret Dodge, the baby téeigofAlisa Tanaka-DodgeandMatt Dodge.

Byron Adams has organized and will oversee the UCC CoalitmmL.{GBT Concerns National Gathering to be
held in San Diego July 11-18, and UCC PresidentfiGgoBlack will be speaking. Seven of our church
members plan to attendNick Benton, Ellen Bushmiller, Peter Dennebaum, Raaly Jones, Harry Knox,and
Sandy Sorensenin addition toByron Adams.

After that gatheringPeter Dennebaumwill begin his vacation -- a 4-week “tour de l&drté” -- going by
himself in a rental car around the Indian reseoretiin Wyoming, South Dakota, North Dakota, Montana
Idaho, Washington, Oregon and ending in San Freocigle says it will be kind of the second partdfewis

& Clark tour where he will learn from and with igginous people. It sounds like a marvelous tripweihope
he also gets some rest.

Many people have travel plans during Julgmey Moorewill celebrate the 4th
of July in Provincetown, MA; andyron Adams will be celebrating with

weekend in Baltimore celebrating their 9th anniaeys by visiting the [
Aquarium, having lunch on a boat and watching tremforks from the "Top of
the World" on the harborJoe and Carol Alfred will be celebrating their 40t
anniversary over the July 4th weekend by stayingrdown, going out for
dinner and watching the fireworks on the Mall. Yla#e also looking forward
to having their daughter Elizabeth and her famifllen, Alex and Julia - visit
the last week in JulyBBZ andJoe Zikmund will be traveling in New Englandy
visiting family and Cape Cod from July 5-11. Thertle end of the July the
will head for Europe and two weeks in Italy, reinghAugust 14.

©wondercliparts.com _"-.,.

Keisa Bennettwill be throwing a party at her new house in Leton, Kentucky, because it is said to be a
great spot for fireworks viewingoan King also will have a fireworks-viewing party in DC,daReg Lorenz is
having one in Virginia.



Peg Lorenz and Phyllis Evans just returned from Ireland, and they had a greme.tPeg says, “Who says
Ireland is cold and wet? We had wonderful weatpkemty of sunshine, cool nights, delicious fodthugh we
had more potatoes than we usually eat! The peogemet were friendly, gracious, helpful, witty and
charming. We met artists and participated in sdvars and crafts projects and visited historie@sitAn
altogether enjoyable experience.” Great!!

Liz Warren was in San Francisco June 18-25 visiting her twamdchildren, Xaria and Zuri, as well as her
daughter Marliese and son-in-law David. She say&éds between 40 and 62 degrees. What a relief!”

Anne and Richard Griffis will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary oamlyJ3rd. Our heartiest
congratulations to them! They extend an invitatiof-rCUCC to celebrate with them on July 17th frof@04to
5:30 at Metropolitan Memorial Methodist Church. tRapants will assemble school and hygiene kits for
Church World Service to distribute to people incdhemrldwide. (More information on page 11).

Anne Griffis is attending the World Day of Prayer-USA Board timggin NYC June 27-30.

We are sorry to report thdim Robb died last weekend from a stroke on his 92nd bayhdHe joined our
church in 1951. Further details will follow wherethbecome available.

Keisa Bennettwould like everyone to know that she “got a pagarepted at a big conference in DC that takes
place November 6-10, so I'll be arriving there sbhme on the 5th and | took vacation on the 11-12 sould
visit people. | won't be obligated to attend eveegsion of the conference, so | am hoping to fordestime to
catch up with people all week.” She hopes everywitigry to save time for a lunch, dinner, or stralith her.

We will look forward to seeing her again!

FCUCC athletdeter Traceyhad a goal — he wanted to run in all 50 stategrbdfe turned 50 years old, and
he accomplished his goal! He ran for 50 minuteduino, Alaska, his B0state, on his 80birthday. Way to
go, Peter!

What we think about during the waking hours ofdhg is basic to prayer.
And prayer is also basic to ith&VI put into my soul will shape me.
Joan Chittister

Shaping Up!
by Bonnie Hardy

| was passing through the check out line at ouall@afeway this morning, wondering if I had broughbugh
fabric bags for all of my groceries. As | wonderddnoticed Newsweek Magazine’s cover story about
predicting good health.

| plan for my future in several ways. | am willihgg be concerned about good health insurance aimhdate
servings of fruit and vegetables each day. | anscions of saving money for my retirement. | am eadnit
obsessed with taking my recycled bags everywheréds not need a plastic one every time | makerahase,
hoping to do my bit for the future of the environthe

However, rarely to | think about shaping the futafeny soul.



Joan Chittister, social activist and Benedictingt&i tells us in a recent publication that we lbeeavhat we
think about. “What we seed in our souls grows in fesms us, becomes what drives us from moment to
moment. These thoughts,” claim Joan, “are our pgay&Vhich brings me to the following confession:

| am often hesitant to say to someone, “You arenynprayers.” Why am | so hesitant to say these wadod
those who really are in my prayers? | think it ecduse | do not want to sound cliche or trite. dwri do not
want to brush people off with these words, whick baen done to me in the past. Most people preféet
heard by an open hearted listener rather than Haélapray for you.” In some cases, “I'll pray foyou,” really
means) don’'t want to talk about this any more.

Yet if Joan Chittister is right, and | believe skgthen our thoughts during the day are basicayqy. So rather
than shaping my soul with thoughts of jealousy,eangnd frustration, | can shape my soul by thiglkabout
other people, praying for their well being.

By thinking which is praying, | can steep myselthe thoughts of God, bringing the presence of
God closer, while my spirit opens to God’s intenti®ver a period of time these thoughts and
prayers will shape my soul, so that | can becorperaon who prays not just for my friend, but
my enemy as well.

So now | am still eating vegetables and fruits,rsgvnoney for retirement, recycling for the envinoent, and
praying that | can keep my thoughts full of whag@od, kind, and true, at least most of the tiniglolu hear
me say, “I'll be thinking about you,” you will knowy secret. | will be praying for you and shaping awn
soul as well. I believe this is a sound plan forfoyre. | hope you do too.

HISTORY CORNER:
President Coolidge and First Church

A copy of the CENTEML HISTORY was sent to the Coolidge Presidentiddrary and
Museum in NorthamptbtA, which in response to my inquiry had said "Tdaok sounds
great and we woulddeéghted to have a copy."

Pp 75-76: “The Coolidges began their attendandéerst Church in
1921, while Mr. Coolidge was Vice President in thiarding
administration. At a Church meeting on Thursdaygtober 18,
1923, a letter was read from Dr. Pierce (pastddngsthe Church to
enroll Mr. Coolidge as a member, and Mrs. Coolidgean associate
member... This proposal was unanimously agreednd, ia the
Coolidge autobiography the President refers withl gratitude to
the way Dr. Pierce brought him into membership iastFChurch.
The Coolidges were regular attendants at Sundayinmgmorship
when in residence in Washington.” “The church chwiith Mrs.
Coolidge’s consent, sang Christmas carols at thet fof the White
House each Christmas Eve during the Coolidge aditnation.”

P 85: “In January 1933, Mrs. Grace Goodhue Cgelidas made a
life member of First Church following the lamentddath of her

husband, ex-President Calvin Coolidge... A bronistepwas

placed on the Coolidge pew in the church by therdhaJune 1933.

The Coolidge pew... was the old General Howard pew.”




10" and G Groundbreaking Ceremony on 6/8/10
Comments of Randy Herrick-Stare

Ms. Santos, Councilman Evans, | welcome you. Dmpaesis, architects, lawyers, companions
and friends, | welcome you.

This is a threshold, a milestone, a pivot pointadoirth after a longer than expected and occakyodéficult
gestation. Choose whatever metaphor most resofwatgeu. But the simple facts speak more elogydahan
do literary devices. We have begun. Most of tlaming and preparation is behind us, we are nowimgo
dirt, bending steel and pouring concrete. It ifiraes like these that it is worthwhile to pauséadok back and
recognize those who provided the context, laidgtteeindwork, and performed the planning and prepmarat

Ms Santos, please convey our thank you to MayoityF&ar the work of his office and administrationrfo
approving the project and for providing the contiexta bold statement in difficult times.

Councilman Jack Evans | thank you for your suppoid counsel to assist us in navigating propertyatack
other issues we have had before the Council

Monte Hoffman and Elinor Bacon -- and the stafP&t Hoffman -- for believing in this project and Wworg
with us through thick and thin. It took couragestaobrace the concept of a multiuse structure inndown DC.
| acknowledge that courage today and thank yoit.for

Skanska, Rob Ward, | applaud yours and Skanskaigpgion
and Skanska’s willingness to see opportunity whemyrwere
running for the exits or safe harbors. It is dhiat for a skilled
sailor there is no ill wind. | acknowledge youilkliness and
thank you for it.

Architects, it is said that we build our buildingad then they

build us. | thank Amy Weinstein for helping usdbhgh the

process of rendering more specific our vision. harnk our

church architects, Tod Williams and BillieTsien,daaur very

gifted project architect, Aurelie Paradiso. Raffimningham, Chris Morrison and Michael Day | thgok for
creating and engaging a collaborative design peotmsthis unusual project. It thank all of theldtects for
giving us a design that promises to bring out th&t In us, that supports our growth.

Terry Lynch for his encouragement throughout arsdshipport of Thrive DC in finding a permanent home

Rich Bradley and the BID, and Jo-Ann Neuhaus ofrnBglvania Avenue Development Corporation, for
working to improve the downtown over many long yeamising the value of our property and making it
attractive to our new partners

Depending on your point of view, FC is either beeksr cursed by the many lawyers among its memiigus.
we could not have accomplished this transactiohaut the assistance of Debra Yogodzinsky for hdy ead
continuing counsel on this complex real estate.detilank you.

On a personal note, | want to thank Meg Maguire thiedmembers of the FC Site Development team far th
willingness to lead us into and out of the wildese

It is easier to be brave in difficult circumstanedsen in the company of courageous companionsm@&si of
all, to all of you, I thank you for being who yoreagood and courageous companions on an arduoursejo

For the future, | am thankful to all of you for gig to FC an invaluable resource to do the Lorddsky




uly Second Sunday Offering
by Joe Alfred

For more than a decade, we at First Church havpostga the work of Shaw Community
Ministries (SCM). Since | joined the church in 3)@ve have celebrated the second Sunday in

July as a time to recognize this ministry and ttelwate our connection. On this
Second Sunday, we receive the offering which presidur support for the blessings
that the SCM offers those in its neighborhood.

On July 11, the SCM dance group will come to shiareur service of worship. The
Rev. Anne Troy will be with us to tell us more abdhe ministry we are part of
through the SCM. In addition to speaking brieflyridg worship; Rev. Troy will stay
for the Fellowship Hour so that she can answeradhgr questions you may have.

Our Second Sunday Offering on July 11 will go tport the SCM. Your generous gifts provide monay f
scholarships to summer camp, for college scholpssénd for the on-going ministry of the organizattomuch
less glamorous, but the most important of all.

Pride
by Tobey Slagenweit-Coffman

Capital PRIDE has once again gone into the hisbagks. Another chapter on the growing
diversity and love in the area has been writterchapter that included 60 events over two
weeks, the largest parade and festival to datBriole (175 contingents/nearly 300 vendors).

But what did that mean for First Church?

6 members of first joined with oves0 others from 8 ONA UCC churchesto
represent God’s love to over 100,000 people linimg parade route stretching 1.7
miles! Before we had even stepped off, a party aphere had already descended.
Men and women and those in between, young and etd eelebrating being who they
were and knew (maybe for that one night only) tinaty were loved and accepted.
Thanks taJoe S., Joe Z., Suzanne S., PetemdPolly G. Man, Joe and Polly’s faces
were beaming with pride carrying the banner dow&tP By the time we finished at
Thomas Circle, plans had already started to formméxt year.

And then when it felt like we had walked our

legs off, it was time for the Festival. You want
to talk about the ultimate block party? Try 6 ldecrammed with over
250,000 of your closest friends. The pageantrthefparade continued
throughout the day as a myriad of folks trompeaulgh the front gate
(where our booth was). We were flabbergasted d¢mat of the first
sights for visitors were welcoming faces from noepnot two, but three
UCC booths working side by side.Over twenty people from 6
churches representing 13 congregations!And on top of it all, we
were green certified and helped to collect over 04Gfallons of
recyclables, doubling last year's collection! Hangdout buttons and



chatting with the festival goerdphn S., Anne M., Liz W., Faith B., BBZ, Peter, Gia, and Susannaall
helped get 50 people who requested more informaitbmut our churches!

PRIDE was made even more special this year bygyaatits from The United Church in Foggy Bottom who
just 7 days before voted to become ONA!

A special thank you to Bethel, Bethesda, Hopeld_Rtiver, Rock Spring, and Rockville United UCC &ifthe
planning and coming together to make this the sthgdomething that will have a lasting impact on osr
churches, and communities.

Coffee Hour Hosting: Demystifying It
by Marie Rietmann

We at First Church really appreciate the fact thlhitour members take their turn serving
coffee. Care of Parish is the commission in chafgeoffee hour and | am the one serving as
coffee maven right now—that means | organize wheesewhen.

The next round of coffee hosts will serve betweamgust 22 and January 30. | am
gathering information from members now as to whea gre not able to serve, or when it
is best for you. Thank you to the many who haveaaly shared that information with me,
if it is helpful to you for me to take that intocmint. Otherwise, | will schedule you and
you will see the date in the draft schedule | éhd around in early July.

We like to list who is serving in the weekly newitée and in the worship folder. If you trade Suyslavith
someone, please let Barno at the church office kaswoon as you make the trade. That makes thagier
for everyone.

Please let me know what questions you might hawerietmann@verizon.net. Thank you very much fanryo
help in making this work for all of us!

Central Atlantic Conference 2010 annual meeting
by Marie Rietmann

Members of First Church attending: BBZ, Peter Déxanen, Harry Knox, Sid Fowler, Marie Rietmann (latte
principle scribe and representative of Peter Trasehay delegate)

Business matters: Our Church’s Wider Mission sharéhe national church was reduced 5%, from theeru
65/35 share to 70/30 in order to balance the cenfar budget and provide a 3% salary increase &fi. skt
was a 50/50 split in the 1980s. Delegates voteghdke this reduction for this year only and to resider it
next year. A Campaign for the Conference was éskedal, to raise $90,000/year for salary and bé&nédr an
additional Associate Conference Minister. And, naified the General Synod action taken in 2009upport
flexible ways of credentialing ministers.

Potomac Association hosted the meeting, held orcéimepus of the University of Delaware in Newarkd Si
Fowler chaired the worship planning team, and BBd Harry Knox assisted.



UCC Director of Communication Bennett Guess andsHdalznagel of the development office were excellen
representatives of the national staff. The UCE€eisond only to the Methodists in the number offeacebook
“friends”—people who follow us on Facebook. Pregbod for a smaller, yet mighty, denomination!

Paul Monteiro brought greetings from the White Hoasd spoke about significant issues engaging thitke W
House and the nation. Deputy Associate DirectahefOffice of Public Engagement, Paul serves agioek
liaison.

The conference meeting is a wonderful experienod, aagood way to learn more about our wider church.
Please consider attending!

UNITED CHURCH
OF

CHRIST

A Mom'’s Perspective on Confirmation
by Nancy Withbroe

Peter Dennebaum asked me to write about my feeteggrding confirmation — my hopes for
Ben as he began the process, my feelings abodehision and my dreams for his future
spiritual life.

A month after the service in which 5 of the 6 yourtlihe 2010 class chose not to be confirmed,d fivat | am
deeply disappointed and sad ... sometimes angrgsplect Ben’s decision and was not surprised Meit. |
am wondering if Paul and | made the wrong choicsthying with First Church even when the commuasity’
attention has for years been focused not on cimjdret on developing our site, exploring diversesiou
serving the poor, and understanding issues thatdacworld ... without meaningfully including our yag
people in these crucial explorations. Would Ben laisdoeers have chosen differently in a commuihiay was
more inclusive of them?

The first Sunday | brought my family to First Chianwas Ben'’s first birthday. We were looking forean

church because the suburban community to whichelanlged — and where Ben was baptized — was to@whit
too conventional, too wishy-washy about socialigestAlthough we were leaving a church that warmly
welcomed children and youth, Paul and | wantedkads to grow up in a city church that used inclesiv
language without question; that embraced peopédl ohces, ethnicities and gender identities; drad tought

for justice with passion and intellectual integritye knew that First Church’s Sunday School waslsimat

we were impressed by the relaxed but attentiveldalte offered by teenagers like Becca McConneall an
Jessica and Peter Gerlach-Mack, the creativityuoid8y School and all-church worship, and the chsrch
historical commitment to equality and peace. Begigrour journey on our firstborn’s birthday wasignsof

our hope for him and his future sibling.

The toddler that Paul and | dropped off at thetFdsurch nursery that Sunday is now a young mas ddep
baritone and lanky limbs are outward hints of hi®agng intellectual, emotional and social maturide is a
talented musician and artist, a gifted athleteaia/er of the outdoors. He is a passionate adedoa LGBT
rights with the fervor God grants to teenagerscbiafortably attends a public high school in whiehds a
white, upper-middle class student is in a smallarity. He asks hard questions, knows his own mimdl lzas
his father’s gift for debate.

Ben completed the confirmation program ably desigaed executed by Peter Dennebaum, Meg Young and
Eda Uca-Dorn. He has a close bond with his memtdrfellow runner, Peter Tracey. He has been guiaked
young adulthood by a bevy of dedicated, no-nons8uselay School teachers as diverse as Carolyn Marsh
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Kim Darling, Ann Bushmiller, Susan Anderson and é&aPence. A sub-set of First Church — the Sunday
School community and those who participated incir&irmation process — has played a critical roléelping
him grow into a young adult with integrity.

Yet, despite having these amazing adults in hés hE and his peers have been segregated fromaiihetream
life of First Church. Just as he was entering Kigdeten the church cut the Christian Educatiorf g@agition.
Without a dedicated child-focused person on stadf\&ithout a structure for integrating childrenairthe
community, our church has too often forgotten Bed kis classmates. They’ve been left to dawdléhen t
sidelines during countless meetings, worship sesvand retreats when their perspective could hdvemed
the discussion.

Would Ben'’s decision have been different if he badn enthusiastically welcomed in worship servigleen
he was a squirmy preschooler, rather than tolerateidl the church had continued Sunday School hipfs
Would he have joined the church if as an artideenentary school student he had met the archiveuts
designed our new space and been asked to shade&s® Would he claim himself as a Christian ihbd been
invited as a middle schooler to serve dinner atvBC or to share at a nurture how he responds wisen
schoolmates hurl epithets at gay students? | dowtv, but these questions haunt me.

Would he have chosen to be confirmed if we hadestary the suburban church that welcomed him as an
infant? Probably, because First Church rightly @reémaccepting of independent decisions than thatcbhs.
But, before we take too much pride in this, we $thooourn that our young people didn't feel enougiad of
our community to choose to join us.

In her sermon on June 27, Bonnie encouraged u® habdk back. I'm trying to
take that advice to heart and to help Ben navitjeeext stage of his spiritual
journey. | ask that you care for Paul, me and gtla@ents as we accompany our
teenage sons and daughters through the turbularg gaead. | challenge First
Church to engage our youth, whether or not thegeho be confirmed. Most of
all, I implore you to support Bonnie’s ministry atadwelcome all the children of
First Church as Jesus welcomed children to be kith They are our future.

Adult Nurtures

Would you take a moment to write and tell me abyawir feelings and
suggestions in regards to Adult Nuture programmirgy® eager to schedule
speakers beginning this fall. Since | have notipigeted previously, all ideas
are welcome. Tell me about what has worked foripahe past or what you
would like to know more about.

Blessings,
Bonnie
barbra.bhnotes@gmail.com




First Church Trivia Challenge

At the Potluck to celebrate end of the Sunday Skchear, we enjoyed a
trivia quiz about the history of First Church. Fbe enjoyment of those
who were not able to make it and also for those might have missed
some of the answers, here are the questions ameenom the quiz.
Many thanks to Barbara Hayes who supplied manjege¢ questions and
answers. Enjoy!

First Church Trivia (or not so Trivia) Challenge —

1.

A committee from First Church approached Presidemrew Johnson with a petition for what?
A petition that he establish a day of Thanksgivifiyjom the Forward of the FCC Centennial History)

What event significant to First Church happenedamuary 31, 1867?
We received a Congressional charter. (p. 10)

What post did former pastor Jeremiah Rankin hotd.fbyears after retiring from First Church9?
President of Howard University

What somewhat unpopular practice for raising mdmyan in Dr. Rankin’s ministry?
Renting out the sanctuary. (p. 32)

What famous (or infamous) historical military everds founding First Church
member General Otisloward involved with after the Civil War?

He commanded the troops who pursued and captuedohiid of Nez Perce Indians
led by Chief Joseph just 40 miles south of the @emaborder.

Who were the first students at Howard University?
Five women, all First Church members. (p. 18)

. What joyous event for First Church happened on Ma&, 1903?

The mortgage was paid off and a mortgage-burningneeny was held. (p. 39)

What performer was introduced to Washington inratEehurch concert?
Marian Anderson, who was finding it difficult toaee engagements. (p. 47)

About how many members did the Sunday School (wimcluded adults) have in 1890 and in 19157
500 in 1890, and 700 in 1915. (p. 52 & 53)

10.Who was the longest serving pastor in First Chinistory?

John Mack, 1984 - 2007

11.What First Church pastor wrote the hymn, ‘God BéhWiou Till We Meet Again’?

Jeremiah Rankin

12.What made it necessary to issue tickets to theliprservice to members and regular attendees?

The attendance of the Coolidges. (p.76)
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13.What famous people attended the Christmas semit840?
It was the Washington Interdenominational Christsewice held at First Church
- Pres. Franklin Roosevelt and Eleanor Roosevelt

14.Which current First Church member was chairperdaheWorld Fellowship
Committee in 19557
Peg Lorenz

15.What (aside from its musical excellence) was thistfEEhurch choir
noted for during the years under the direction d¢fitiAall?
It was noted for the number of weddings betweenrechembers,
more than 20, it was termed a “matrimonial agency”

16.What was the Scrooby Club, and why was it called?h
A young person’s club, and it was named after tnentin England
from which many of the Pilgrims leaders originated

17.0n November 8, 1956, a vote was taken on a recomatien of the Church Planning Committee that
we sell the church property for $475,000 and moviaé suburbs. What church body overwhelmingly
rejected this proposal?
The congregation, against the advice of the ChBtahning Committee, Pastors, Trustees, and
Diaconate. (p. 98)

18.Who was the architect of the Middle Church?
Milton L. Grigg

19. What was the official name of the bell tower in M&ldle church?
The Howard Memorial tower

20.What was the scripture in the West Wall of the Med@hurch narthex?
from Romans 8 — ‘Who shall separate us from the lwivGod?...’

21.What was the name of the Bed and Breakfast in BgtB&ach where First Church used to hold its
beach retreat in the 1980s?
The Addy Sea

22.Who reminded First Church members to vote befoch edection in the late 1900s?
Jim Shelton

23.What silent movie was shown with live organ acconipent in 2002 at the church?
The Phantom of the Opera

24.What company made the First Church’s current orgBofius — what company restored our organ after
a disastrous roof leak in the early 2000’s?
Casavant Freres, Orgues Letourneaux
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Richard and Anne Griffis cordially invite you
to a fun and creative observance of
our 50" year of marriage.

Saturday, July 17, 2010, 4:00 to 5:30 PM

In the Great Hall of Metropolitan Memorial Unitedethodist Church, 3401 Nebraska Avenue NW,
Washington, DC, on the corner of Nebraska and Neaxitb Avenues, across from American University
Refreshments by the Griffis clan: Roger, Donna,dddgeoffrey, Claire, Danny, Rya, Jonah, Eli.

Conversations and creative hands-on efforts by you.

We will assemble Church World Service School Kitg/ar Hygiene Kits for distribution in communitiesth
dire needs. Church World Service is a major ecucathumanitarian organization providing sustaieade|f-
help, disaster relief and refugee assistance arthendiorld. www.churchworldservice.org

Your options

- Simply bring a donation toward purchakgemms for kits.

- Bring some or all of the listed items &Kit (s).

School Kits Hygiene Kits

One pair of blunt metal scissors (round tip) One daawel measuring about
16"x28"

Three 70-count spiral notebooks or notebooks tuje2i00-210 pages One washcloth

One 30 centimeter ruler (12 inches) Ownile-tooth comb

One hand-held pencil sharpener Omal clipper

One large eraser One bar of soap (bath size in
wrapper)

Six new pencils with erasers One toothbrush (in original
packaging)

One box of 24 crayons (only 24) Sitandard size band-aids

Absolutely no gifts for Anne and Richard. Pleasdkisdocused on a little creative
effort for a good cause.
Please let us know if you are coming and what itgowsare bringing. It helps plan
refreshments and know what we need to purchase ibéis.

202-686-8618 oargriffis2@aol.com

Peter Dennebaum will be away from
July 12 until August 17.
For Pastoral issues please contact
Rev. Bonnie Hardy at barbra.bhnotes@gmail.com or
760-291-7868 (c)

Peter Tracey
is an Acting Moderator from
June 19 to July 4.
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JULY BIRTHDAYS

Susanna Brylawski, Tadashi Andrew Dodge, Kim Dagligid Fowler
Ellen Bushmiller, Katharine RoBketcher Lutz, Paul Smolinsky
Julia Smeltzer, Sally Olson, ErteiBer, Jamie Moore, Cynthia Hobbs,
Beth Minear

11
18
25

COFFEE HOURGSTS FOR JULY

No Coffee Hour

Meg Maguire, Dale Ostrander, Sindy Mazur, Stagward
Anne & Richard Griffis, James Estes, Maria Sryd

Amy & Lloyd Dugan, Jessica & Scott Prentice

The Gabriel's Horn is a publication of  the
Congregation.

| Please feel therefore free to share with us in the :
I Gabriel's Horn

| 0 an exciting project you do in your !
[ professional life or |
' o tell us an important project you do within .

| |
| |
| |
I |
| |
I !
| 0 a story from your life, !
| |
| |
| |
: your commission. :
| |

20s/30s STAMMTISCH
Is held every last Wednesday of the month

When: Wednesday, July 28
Where: TBD

Time: 7pm - 9pm
We are looking forward to see you.

If you have any questions, please contact
Peter Dennebaum @ 202-441-6950

13



CALENDAR FOR JULY

WEEK 1 WEEK 2
Sunday, July 4 Sunday, July 11
11:00 First Church & The United 11:00 Care of Parish
Church of Christ joined Service @ 12:00 Bible Workbench
1920 G Street, NW., Washington, 1:00 Worship
DC 20016 Preacher: Keo Cavalcanti
There will be no 1:00 pm service 2:00 Fellowship Hour

Tuesday, July 13
Wednesday, July 7 6:30 )C/:oun)éil

4:30 Volunt_eers at Thri\(e DC 7:00 Social Action
6:00 Worship Commission

WEEK 4 WEEK 5
Sunday, July 18 Sunday, July 25
12:00 Bible Workbench 11:00 Christian Education
1:00 Worship Commission, Building
Preaching: Mike Slagenweit- Museum
Coffman 12:00 Bible Workbench
2:00 Fellowship Hour 1:00 Worship

Preaching: Steve Robertsgn
2:00 Fellowship Hour

You can also check FC calendar alt Monday, July 26
our websitevww.fccuccdc.orgr go Deadline —Gabriel's Horn
directly to the link:
http://www.google.com/calendar/emb Tuesday, July 27
ed?src=fccuccdc%40gmail.com&cty 7:00 pm — Homecoming Task Forge

=America/New York

Wednesday, July 28
7:00 20s/30s Stammtisch




Meaningful Music
by Peter Dennebaum
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Last Sunday we sang e.g. NCH 85 “l Woke Up Thistiay”. Polly led us into this song and she had obsi
fun by doing this. | like the music as the musiajbeat. And even our congregation doesn’'t movétitkes
as much as | wish | had the impression: Yes, ewatyliked it.

But the text is: “I woke up this morning with my mai stayed on Jesus. Hallelujah. Singing and praytigmy
mind stayed on Jesus. Hallelujah.”

1. I never woke up with Jesus in mind. (Maybe wigadaches after a long party night and sometimes with
another guy in my bed, but never with Jesus ....)

2. | also don’t remember that | ever in my live dath, sang and prayed for Jesus — this seems terpe v
evangelical. | pray to God, | live my life in fro@od and when | have trouble with ethical decisibask
myself: “What would Jesus do?” or “What does mytfaells me to do, what is right, what is wrong?

But | remember, how we honored Ma¥ 2008 Jonnie Hodgson. It was my onth in Chappaqua and we
wanted to honor Jonnie, who is in her nineties famitaught Sunday School for 50years. We all haglsrm

our hands. And then | played from the CD player ¥y Houston, “One Moment in Time”. She was already
in front as she just had done a children’s messsdiesurrounded by the little children. And weé eéame

forward — first all her former students, some @fthin their sixties, some in their thirties or fest some
teenagers. They all came forward, while Whitneygdaer “One Moment in Time”, hugged her and handsd h
over a rose. The tears are running again while Waiting this to u. The text | had picked and whigtitney
sang for us, was the following:

Whitney Houston - One Moment In Time

Each day | live Give me one moment in time I will feel
| want to be When I'm racing with destiny | will feel eternity
A day to give Then in that one moment of time
The best of me You're a winner for a lifetime
I'm only one I will feel If you seize that one moment in
But not alone I will feel eternity time
My finest day I've lived to be Make it shine
Is yet unknown The very best
| want it all Give me one moment in time
| broke my heart No time for less When I'm more than | thought |
Fought every gain I've laid the plans could be
To taste the sweet Now lay the chance When all of my dreams are a
| face the pain Here in my hands heartbeat away
| rise and fall And the answers are all up to me
Yet through it all Give me one moment in time Give me one moment in time
This much remains When I'm more than | thought | When I'm racing with destiny
could be Then in that one moment of time
| want one moment in time When all of my dreams are a I will be
When I'm more than | thought | heartbeat away I will be
could be And the answers are all up to mel will be free
When all of my dreams are a Give me one moment in time I will be
heartbeat away When I'm racing with destiny | will be free

And the answers are all up to meThen in that one moment of time
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And then we laid on hands, blessed Jonnie and #ahhé&r for her life and for being with us.

| wished we would have had that day a real bantimap wise composed of Jonnies former students gsom
the sixties, some in their thirties or forties, soteenagers....an intergenerational band, a banddroixeand
members out of each (band) generation.

| hope that when | leave one time this congregatmam this band can play for me.

This is my dream and my hope. And that nobody #&s#s anymore the whole time for meaningful musig, b
accepts that music just can be fun sometimes. Aaitvte can live a faithful life, be deep and hawe &t the
same time. It might be typical protestant to thim&t only heaviness and naming Jesus is meanirigfuime

meaningfulness could be a bird, a bright childeargh or just good music. As | know: Where ever @Gadgith
me “I will be free”.
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