Ask an usher for large-print bulletins and/or hearing phones.

e CD recordings of today’s worship service are available
following worship.

¢ Families and children are invited to sit together in the first
two rows on the left hand side of the church facing the

lectern.
ORDER OF WORSHIP
GATHERING
BELL CHIME CALLING US TO WORSHIP
PRELUDE “Adagio” from Sonata | Mendelssohn

Dudley Oakes

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Bonnie Hardy

CALL TO WORSHIP Barbara Brown Zikmund (BBZ)
Leader: God, our promised land; Christ our way,
People: Our journey has become long and hard because we wander about
like nomads not knowing where to go.
Leader: We often feel like strangers in our own land, without bread or a roof
or a future.
People: But you come and find us with your life-giving breath.
Leader: You, who are also displaced, have become an exile with us.
People: You offer us anew the promised land.
Your Spirit urges us toward that joyous homecoming.
Leader: Let us gather our hearts and minds in worship, as we celebrate God’s

land of promise and peace.
- adapted from a “Displaced Campesinos’ Psalm for Peace,” 1987

*OPENING HYMN O God of Earth and Altar NCH, #582

PRAYER OF INVOCATION BBZ
After a time of silence we say together the Prayer of Confession

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) BBZ

God of justice and compassion, we have wandered far from your ways.

We have abused your creation and ignored your command to be peacemakers.
We have allowed our brothers and sisters to solve problems with bombs and
guns.

We have permitted our children to grow up thinking hate and prejudice are
normal.

We have allowed our eyes to shut out the scenes of injustice and oppression
that cover our lands.

God of goodness, we need your compassion to forgive us and your justice to
correct us.

Have mercy upon us, and restore to us the joy of our salvation.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE (responsive) BBZ
Leader: This is the Good News which Christ makes known to us: We are
forgiven!
People: Because we are forgiven, we have peace to share.
Because we are loved enough, we have love to give.
Because we are touched by God’s mercy, we have grace to share.
Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.
People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen!

SUNG RESPONSE (unison) O My Soul, Bless Your Creator NCH, #13
vs.1& 2
O my soul, bless your Creator; All within me bless God's hame;
Bless your Maker, and forget not, All God's mercies to proclaim;
God forgives all your transgressions, All who suffer gently heals;
God redeems you from destruction, And with you so kindly deals.

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

ANTHEM Many Gifts, One Spirit Allan Pote
FCC Choir
SHARING OUR FAITH Echoes Bonnie Hardy
(please see insert)
PROCLAIMING
SCRIPTURE READINGS Luke 11: 1-8 BBZ

He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his
disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.’ He
said to them, ‘When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.

Give us each day our daily bread.

And forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.



And do not bring us to the time of trial.’

And he said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at
midnight and say to him, “Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend
of mine has arrived, and | have nothing to set before him.” And he answers
from within, “Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my
children are with me in bed; | cannot get up and give you anything.” | tell you,
even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend,
at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he
needs.

*SERMON HYMN For the Healing of the Nations NCH, #576

SERMON Land of Promise, Land of Peace Steve Robertson
Genesis 17:1-8

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said
to him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And | will
make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly
numerous.’ Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, ‘As for me, this
is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations.
No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for |
have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. | will make you
exceedingly fruitful; and | will make nations of you, and kings shall come from
you. | will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring
after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God
to you and to your offspring after you. And | will give to you, and to your
offspring after you, the land where you are now an alien, all the land of
Canaan, for a perpetual holding; and | will be their God.’

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Steve Robertson
We believe that every human being is created in God’s image and likeness and
that every one’s dignity is derived from the Almighty. We believe that this
dignity is one and the same in each and all of us. This means that God created
us not so that we might engage in strife and conflict, but rather that we might
come and know and love one another, and together build up all of God’s lands
in love and mutual respect. We believe in God who is good and just. We
believe that God’s goodness will finally triumph over human evil of hate and
death. We see everywhere “a new land” and “a new human being,” capable of
rising up in the Spirit to love each one of his or her brothers and sisters. We
must listen for God’s word of love for all, and be guided to justice in all lands
everywhere, even as we proclaim God’s reign in all the world. Amen.

- adapted from “The Jerusalem Prayer” by the World Council of Churches, 2010

RESPONDING

OFFERING Bonnie Hardy

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

WELCOME OF VISITORS AND PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Pastoral Prayer, Prayers of the People, Lord’s Prayer (using “debts” and “debtors”)
Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name:
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN O For a World NCH, 575
*BENEDICTION Steve Robertson
POSTLUDE "Allegro” from Sonata Il Mendelssohn

Dudley Oakes

*Those who are able are invited to stand. NCH = New Century Hymnal

Preacher: The Rev. Steve Robertson is an Associate Pastor at The Chevy Chase
Presbyterian Church here in Washington, DC. He has previously served
congregations in East Lansing, MI, Inverness, FL, and Bradenton, FL. He is on
sabbatical this summer to complete his Doctor of Ministry degree. His final paper
will be on preaching politically-charged topics of public policy. Steve enjoys
traveling and loves music and the arts. And he especially loves his wonderful
wife, Susan Peacock, a FCC(UCC) church member!

Worship Leader: The Rev. Dr. Barbara Brown Zikmund is a member of First
Congregational UCC. She is an ordained minister recently retired from many years
of administration and teaching in theological seminaries.



THIS WEEK

Today
2:00 pm  Fellowship Hour
2:30 pm  Congregational Hearing

Monday, July 26
6:30 pm  Finance Commission

Tuesday, July 27
7:00 pm  Homecoming Task Force

Wednesday, July 28
7:00 pm  20s/30s Stammtisch @ Wesley Theological Seminary

Sunday, August 1
12:00 pm Bible Workbench
1:00 pm  Worship Service and Communion
Preaching: Nancy Withbroe
Worship Leader: Richard Griffis
2:00 pm Eelflfowship Hour: Marka & David Hayes, Mike & Tobey SLagenweit-
offman

Birthdays:
July 30 Jamie Moore
July 31 Cynthia Hobbs, Beth Minear

Ministers: Interim Music Director:
Peter Dennebaum Dudley Oakes
Bonnie Hardy

Mail address: 309 E St, NW, Washmgton D.C. 20001 (at First Trinity Lutheran Church)
Office address: 500 3" St., NW., Suite 102, Washington, DC 20001
voice 202.628.4317 web www.fccucedc. org fax 202.347.4911

Find us on
Facebook

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?eid=52587784365

First Congregational United Church of Christ
A Just Peace, Open and Affirming,
Multiracial and Multicultural Congregation
Intentionally Inclusive...Expect the Unexpected

“Land of Promise, Land of Peace”

July 18, 2010 — Ninth Sunday after Pentecost



Sharing Our Faith the small things, resonates all over the world. The words may be Jules Shear's,

~ “ECHOES” - but the idea is one that Dar has embraced and practiced throughout her career of
WOFdS and MUS]C: JUleS Shear and Dar WllllamS ph]lanthropy and Soc]al and pol-|t-|cal activism.
Adapted: Bonnie Hardy

For participants in the Echoes Initiative, Dar searched deeply into communities to
find extremely worthy organizations with well-established track records of
service. She contacted friends and family as well as concert promoters and radio
stations that play her music in each market to find the right candidates.

VERSE ONE
Every time you love just a little
take one step closer, solving a riddle,
it echoes all over the world.

VERSE TWO Dar Williams often performs at the Birchmere in Alexandria. More information
Every time you opt into kindness about the Echoes Initiative can be found at: http://www.darwilliams.com

make one connection, used to divide us,
it echoes all over the world.

REFRAIN
Ah ah ah....

VERSE THREE *
Every time you choose one more morning
goodness or mean-ness, life has one warning,
it echoes all over the world.

VERSE FOUR*

When a leader gets the hungry fed food,
when you stop to pray inside your bedroom
it echoes all over the world.
(repeat refrain and verse one)

Dar Williams and The Echoes Initiative
Dar Williams, a folk-pop singer, composer, and social activist is best known for
her songs which address gender typing and inequities. A 2001 article in The
Advocate discussed Williams' popularity among LGBT people, writing that among
LGBT-supportive straight songwriters, "few manage in their lyrics to dig as deeply
or as authentically as... Williams does".

On the track "Echoes” from her album "My Better Self,” Dar Williams gives voice to
the notion that everything we do in our lives, especially the good things and even



