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“Today, when science itself is becoming less determinate, it is 

perhaps time to return to a theology that asserts less and is 
more open to silence and unknowing...” 

Karen Armstrong 
 
 

Bill and I recently viewed a play at Theater J in the District titled, “New Jerusalem: 
The Interrogation of Baruch de Spinoza”. We almost stayed home that evening, both 
being exhausted from a week filled with commitments too numerous to name. I am 
certainly glad we did not settle for TV that night! The play enthralled me to its last 
monologue and the acting was sublime. 
 
Bill and I enjoy theater. We appreciate taking on the role of voyeur, watching human 
drama play itself out on the stage. Without my direct participation, my mind and body 
can accompany each actor’s emotions as they richly adorn themselves in character 
portrayals, only to strip off their pretense at the final bow.  
 
This particular play included much theological speculation. Spinoza, the philosopher 
and accused apostate, faces excommunication from the Jewish community in 
Amsterdam during the 1600’s. You know it must have been a well written play when 
centuries old philosophy can keep an audience on the edge of their seats for two hours 
plus.  
  
After the drama, as we maneuvered our way back to Alexandria in the car, I pondered 
why it is I have become accustomed to thinking that religion can provide us with 
certain answers to questions like is there a God or how did the world come into 
being? I wondered if religion was ever supposed to give answers to questions that lay 
within the reach of human reason. Then I remembered an article I recently read while 
working at the National Cathedral in the Center for Prayer and Pilgrimage. 
 
Karen Armstrong in her article titled, “Finding Faith in the Labor of 
Life,” suggests that religion like art, poetry, and music is meant to help 
us to live creatively, peacefully, and even joyously with the 
unanswerable uncertainty.  
 
Armstrong goes on to say that the very problems that we cannot solve like mortality, 
pain, suffering, despair, and outrage at life’s injustice and cruelty, cause us to push 
our reasoning powers to their limit as we stretch our words for our experience as we 
grow into living selflessly and compassionately. “Over the centuries,” Armstrong 
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continues, “people in all cultures discovered that scientific rationality can tell us why we have cancer; it can 
even cure us of our disease. But it cannot assuage the terror, disappointment, and sorrow that come with the 
diagnosis, nor can it help us to die well.” 
 
Spinoza caused people of his time to rigorously question their religious understanding. His philosophy 
deconstructed the foundations of the Jewish and Christian faiths by presenting a reality that allowed for morality 
and goodness to exist in a world without divinity. Considered the father of secular humanism, Spinoza could not 
understand why his Rabbi would not dismiss what he logically labeled “superstitious” language from the 
ancient understanding of God. Yet the Rabbi, with pain and great fortitude, excommunicates Spinoza from the 
Jewish community. Despite his love for the young man, the rabbi makes a decision to bring peace to the 
communities relationship with the governing Dutch authorities rather than support the logic of his former 
student, Spinoza. 
 
At times, more and more often of late, I too turn to my faith tradition to bring me relief to questions that have no 
rational answer. I turn to God in prayer and faith practice because I consistently receive a renewed sense of 
purpose. Religion as a practical discipline, with insights not derived from abstract speculation but from spiritual 
exercise and a dedicated lifestyle, has not brought me a greater understanding of truth and doctrine. Instead I 
have found myself more sensitive than I used to be when I had more answers. I laugh more. My eyes fill with 
tears more easily. I even end disagreements sooner, finding less satisfaction in being right. Over time and 
practice, turning to God has softened my will and increased my yearning for peace. My 
life may not have many answers but I feel more and more that life has great 
significance, as I yearn to live richly with the here and now. 
 
My prayer for our small community of faith is that we will together grow into lives of 
individual and communal integrity, recognizing God’s design in our labor of life.  

 
 
 

 
                           
                                          NEWS FROM AROUND THE PARISH 

by Joan King 
 
First Church worshiped with the United Church at 1920 G Street, N.W., at 11:00 a.m. on July 
4.  After the service they provided a lovely fellowship barbecue, and we enjoyed their 

hospitality.  United Church has had a minister, Bobo Schwabe, who has conducted a service in German at 9:30 
each Sunday, and July 4 was his last service before he and his wife return to Germany. 
 
Shaw Community Ministries was the focus of our worship service on July 11.  Rev. Anne Troy preached a 
moving sermon entitled “Who Is My Neighbor,” using the parable of the Good Samaritan.  Rev. Troy is 
Executive Director of the Shaw Community Ministries, and our Second Sunday offering went to their benefit.   
We also enjoyed music composed by our Interim Music Director, Dudley Oakes, and played beautifully on the 
violin by Emily Moore, daughter of our new associate minister, Bonnie Hardy.  Emily is a free lance musician 
in the Los Angeles area. 
 
Peter Dennebaum was away on  vacation on July 18 (until August 17), but our worship service was led very 
ably by our Bonnie Hardy and worship leader Mike Brooks with Mike Slagenweit-Coffman delivering a 
thought-provoking sermon entitled “Finding Hospitality.” 
 
Steve Robertson (Susan Peacock’s husband) preached on July 25 on the topic “Land of Promise, Land of 
Peace” about God’s promise of land to the Jewish people.  He encourages us all to be advocates for justice and 
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peace in the Middle East. BBZ was an excellent worship leader, as usual, and Bonnie also did a great job of 
conducting the service.  We were delighted to have the Hobbs-Chaffee clan in church on July 25 and to see that 
Liam is recovering well from this broken leg.  They are in the U.S. for their annual home leave (from Jamaica). 
 
There was a hearing regarding church finances on July 25 after church, and our Treasurer, Joe Zikmund, 
reported that basically we are financially OK for now due to several large pledge payments in early July.  We 
are reminded that all pledgers still need to continue to pay their pledges in a timely manner throughout the rest 
of the year so that we can end 2010 with a balanced budget.  We also were given a number of financial issues to 
think about including an upcoming campaign to finance furnishings for the new building. 
 
Council Capsule:  Barbara Hayes reports for us the business our FCUCC Council has been dealing with:  
Council had three visitors at its July meeting. The Rev. Kenneth Daniel of the CAC came to discuss the 
internship of the Rev. Thomas Vesterling of the Evangelical Church of Central Germany.  The Rev. Vesterling 
will be at First Church from September through November, and then move to other CAC churches. James 
Estes asked Council to approve him for ordination, which we did. He appeared before the Potomac 
Association’s Church and Ministry Committee the following week, accompanied by BBZ, representing the 
church, and his advisor; and his email to the church updates us. BBZ was on the agenda to discuss the 
possibility of a “covenant committee” to nurture and keep track of our relationships with those among us who 
are “in care,” those with whom we are in covenant, and those who are ordained. 
 
The unique gathering to celebrate the 50th wedding anniversary of Anne and 
Richard Griffis  was a huge success.  Attendees compiled 56 school kits and 67 
hygiene kits to be sent to Church World Services along with a large box of assorted 
left-over supplies and $595.  It was a very meaningful celebration.  
 
Nick Benton deserves our hearty congratulations.  He reports:  “My news is that I 
hosted a celebration with 150 of our closest friends and allies to mark the 
publication of the 1,000th consecutive weekly edition of my newspaper, the Falls 
Church News-Press, last week. In addition to those who attended the event, we received formal congratulations 
from Virginia's two U.S. Senators, Mark Warner and James Webb, its former governor, Tim Kaine, two 
congressmen, Gerry Connolly and Jim Moran, three state legislators, six former Falls Church mayors, former 
DNC chair Terry McAuliffe, White House correspondent Helen Thomas and U.S. Olympic figure skater Johnny 
Weir! It also became the subject of a major article on the Huffington Post website, "A Very Good Week for a 
Small Town Newspaper Publisher" this week. Here is a link to a press release about the event:  
http://www.fcnp.com/news/6974-150-fete-1000-edition-of-the-falls-church-news-press.html.” 
 
Kathi Wolfe  is recovering well from her accident, but she still has some pain and is doing physical therapy.  
She is glad to be back in her own home, though, and she is delighted to be invited to go back to the Vermont 
artist community to write poetry Sept. 26-Oct. 9. 
 
The interment ceremony for Jim Robb will be held on Friday, August 27 at 10:00 a.m. at Arlington National 
Cemetery. Persons attending are requested to be at the Administrative Office at 9:30 a.m.  On approaching 
Arlington from Memorial Bridge, the guard at the guard house will ask visitors about the purpose of their visit 
and, when advised that it is for the Prof. Robb interment, will direct visitors to the Administrative Office.  
 
Jamey Moore asks:  Did you know that ONE in 20 adults in DC has HIV?  It's time to put your 
foot down.   Social Action and Awareness Commission is starting a team from First Church to 
join the AIDS Walk on Saturday October 2, 2010. This is a 5K fundraising walk and timed run 
to benefit Whitman-Walker Clinic, the largest AIDS service provider in the DC area.  For more 
information go to the website www.aidwalkwashington.org, and talk to Jamey Moore if you're 
interested in participating.  This is a multi-generational event suitable for all ages.  
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Nancy Withbroe has a marvelous suggestion for Adult Nurture:  getting together in dinner groups to talk about 
current concerns from personal to global.  Parents of teens may want to dine and chat with other parents of 
teens.  Congregation members considering transition from single dwelling to community living may want to 
talk to others considering the same important decision.  Those with younger families may want to have supper 
with other parents of young ones. Young twenty somethings may desire to connect with other twenty 
somethings, while single parents may connect with other single parents. The possibilities are endless!  If you 
would like to help organize our own, "Eat, Pray, Love" group, please contact Bonnie Hardy at 
barbra.bhnotes@gmail.com. 
 
Karen Byrne reports that she is settling into her position as a pastor in the Winslow Congregational Church - 
United Church of Christ in central Maine.  She is enjoying the area and looking forward to the Blueberry 
Festival on August 14 that is a defining effort for the community.  Plus she and Peter canoed and camped the 
Allagash Waterway in northern Maine and paddled over 80 miles in six days.  We are happy for her and look 
forward to her next visit to DC. 
 
We hear that the Smeltzer family is vacationing in Maine. Peg Lorenz will be leaving shortly to visit family in 
Portland, Oregon, and Joan King will be doing the same in the middle of August.  Nora Marsh will be going 
to Costa Rica with her boyfriend Jim and his son Daniel, and they will be visiting Mary Hayes while they are 
in San Jose, the capital.  Karen Pence visited beaches on both oceans in July: first the Delaware shore with her 
family, then the Oregon Coast with college friends.   Tom and Anne Mascolino just returned from a trip to 
New England where they visited with family in Connecticut, friends in Massachusetts and spent a cool week at 
the beach in Maine.  They arrived home to no power and a refrigerator full of spoiled food!  What a bummer!  
Ruth Shinn enjoyed a visit from her niece Beth and husband David from Nashville, Tennessee, and grand 
nephew Dan from the Bronx in New York.  Beth has received national and even international acclaim for her 
research on better options for homeless persons     
 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A MEMBER OF FIRST CONGREGAT IONAL 
by Barbara Brown Zikmund, Chair, Membership and Outreach Commission 

 
 
Why do we join a church?  We can come to worship and enjoy fellowship afterward without 
joining.  Why join?  What does membership mean anyway?  Is it important to stand up in front 

of the congregation and commit to membership? 
 
The Membership and Outreach Commission has recently looked at the FCC Bylaws and how they define 
membership in our church. We have reviewed the brief ritual we use when people join our church. We have 
thought about how to get new members and we are listening to what people say when we ask them to consider 
becoming a church member.  
 
We think that we need to change the Bylaws. We will be bringing a proposal to the Fall Congregational meeting 
on Sunday October 24 that will help us strengthen the meaning of membership. Are we asking too little?  Are 
we asking too much? Who decides who is a member? 
 
Please help us. Send us any thoughts you have about “membership” in our church. What do you want or need?  
How rigorous should we be about preparation? Do we really mean that everyone is welcome?  Would our 
Church Council ever have reason to vote “no” on a member?  Why should they vote at all?  

 
On Sunday, September 19 at 2:30 come to a Nurture on THE MEANING OF 
MEMBERSHIP. We are drafting some new Bylaws. We will listen and learn from the 
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whole congregation so that we can bring Bylaw revisions to the fall Congregational meeting. If you want to see 
what the present Bylaws say about Membership go to 
http://fccuccdc.org/wp-content/uploads/2007/09/fccbylaws1996.pdf and look at Article III (page 4). How 
should we change them?  
 
For now, mark your calendar and plan to attend the Nurture on THE MEANING OF MEMBERSHIP at 2:30 
pm on Sunday, September 19. 
  
 

COUNTDOWN TO ZERO 
                                  by Marie Rietmann for Care of Parish 
 
Eleven First Churchers joined in another Social Action-Care of Parish 
collaboration viewing Countdown to Zero, a compelling film about the need to 
reduce the danger of nuclear  weapons.  In our discussion afterward, we agreed 
that an important and effective step on this, as with so many issues, is for 

citizens to engage with their elected officials in order to seek reductions in nuclear weapons.  
Some issues are more important than others, like the 23,000 nuclear weapons in the world.  
There is hope; we learned from the film that there were once 60,000 of these weapon--many 
have been safely dismantled already.  The U.S. and Russia own 96% of those that remain.   
 
The next step along the way is for the Senate to ratify the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START).  It is 
hoped that the full Senate will vote on START sometime this fall.  Please ask your friends and relatives, 
especially those who are represented by Republican Senators, to urge their Senators to support the treaty.  Here 
is an excellent action alert produced by the Friends Committee on National Legislation—among the best groups 
around for grassroots advocacy tools: http://action.fcnl.org/taf/a_new_start/index.pl 
 
 
  

                                  WITNESS FOR JUSTICE #486 
                                               Troubled Waters 
                                                  July 26, 2010 
                                        by Rev. Mari Castellanos 
                                 Policy Advocate for Domestic Issues 

 
 
Few things are as scary as being out in the water during a storm.  I recall several such frights from when I 
was young and foolish and went out fishing with my friends no matter what the forecast was like down in 
Key Largo. When the wind picked up, the waves grew taller and the rain pelted us without mercy, we all 
got religion.  You’ve never seen such fervor. 

 
In the Gospel of John, Chapter 5, we read that the sick waited by the Pool of Bethsaida in Jerusalem, for 
whenever the angels came and stirred the water, the first one to step in the water was healed.  The much loved 
spiritual “Wade in the Water” makes reference to that when it states that “God’s gonna trouble the water”.  

That, of course was also a code, advising the would be runaway slaves to stay in 
the waters of streams and rivers as they ran towards freedom, for that way they’d 
be harder to track down by their pursuers.  I bet the runaways did a lot of praying 
while wading in the water. 

 
We’ve got ourselves some seriously troubled waters in the Gulf right now and I 
don’t foresee anyone wading in it looking for healing.  On the contrary, we are all 
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advised to stay away from the water poisoned by crude oil,  lest we get sick or die, like the birds and the fish, 
and the dolphins. But we are in serious need of healing nonetheless.  We need healing from lifestyles that are 
out of synch with God’s creation.  We need to repent so that we can be healed from a cultural attitude that 
demands we consume more, more, more of the Earth’s resources, beginning with oil, which goes not only in our 
gas tanks, but in a myriad goods we probably don’t really need. 
 
The oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico is a horrific disaster.  If we don’t mend our ways and make dramatic changes 
in our lifestyles, we will be in such trouble that not even the angels may want to rescue us.  Because it has been 
us, not God, who’s troubled the water. 

 
The United Church of Christ has more than 5,300 churches throughout the United States.  Rooted in the 
Christian traditions of congregational governance and covenantal relationships, each UCC setting speaks only 
for itself and not on behalf of every UCC congregation.  UCC members and churches are free to differ on 
important social issues, even as the UCC remains principally committed to unity in the midst of our diversity.   
 
 
 

LET GO OF THE PAST 
by Anne Mascolino 

July 8, 2010 
 
A friend gave me the advice to let go of the past. Easier said than done. Recently Tom and I 
decided that after 39 years of hard wear the second floor floors needed to be refinished. For 

me, it was also motivation to lighten up, clear out and downsize. So Tom and I started emptying out the 
bedrooms, their closets and the basement (where else would we put things we wanted to keep?). It took 3 
weeks. If I’d known what it would mean, I don’t think I would have done it. There were the hard decisions to 
make—what to keep, what to give away, what to throw away.  The memories:  my college papers, my father’s 
college papers (!),  the condolence note my sister wrote us when our first child died, the draft of the letter my 
mother wrote her family when my sister died at age 33.  She told them for the first time about Lois’ epilepsy, 
still a disease with significant stigma in the 1960’s, and what a fine woman she had been and how proud they 
were of her.  And it continued: My mother’s notes planning her wedding (we’re talking 1940!), my divorce 
papers, many, many photos—my dad loved photography long before digital cameras. Some photos and letters 
from Lois I saved and sent to her daughters. I also sent to the oldest girl, Lisa, my mother’s birth certificate.  It’s 
dated 1948, evidently in 1911 they didn’t have birth certificates. Lisa needed it to join the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (my mom was a distant, distant relative of George Washington). I also got rid of several 
pieces of furniture, including my dad’s easy chair.  It was not comfortable, it was creaky, it did not fit but what 
memories are connected with it.  I kept the photo of Dad reading me a book as we sat together in that chair.  I 
was about 3. 
 
And then there were the stuffed animals my grandmother made for me. A small blue rabbit with tiny white 
button eyes and a green frog with popping eyes.  Dirty and worn. Full of love and loved to death. Tom said, 
“You’re not going to throw those away, are you?” when I told him what they were. Obviously I had already 
kept them for decades. “Yes, I am.  What would Andrew do with them?”  But I took their picture first so I can 
go back to and check on them every once in a while. 
 
After the decisions were made came packing boxes and carrying them to the basement, 
making numerous trips to the thrift store with donations, and more numerous trips to the 
trash can. 
 
And now after three weeks of tears, remembrances, smiles (at, for instance, a witch on a 
broom stick painted by Andrew in preschool—kept), and relief at a huge job accomplished, I think about my 
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life and the new spaces, both physical and spiritual, we’ve brought about and I realize nothing about the past is 
ever really lost. 
 
 

                       FINANCIAL QUESTIONS FOR THE CONGREGATION 
                                              by Joe Zikmund, Treasurer 

 
At the Financial Hearing after church on July 25, 2010, I presented several questions for the 
congregation to think about. These are questions that we collectively need to discuss and 
answer in the near future. The questions are: 

 
1. How can we plan for and manage the flow of pledge income? 
2. Should the church contact pledgers who are behind in their pledge payments? If 

YES, who should do so? 
3. If pledge payments fall well below expected levels, when should the church cut 

its budget?� 
4. Is Network for Good (the system for paying pledges by credit card) working? 
5. How should the church manage its investments? Should we do it in-house or 

through an investment service? Should this be the responsibility of the Finance Commission or should 
we create a new Investment Committee? 

6. What should be the church’s investment policy? How should we balance risk to capital versus income or 
total return? Should we invest in stocks or bonds or CDs or whatever kinds of financial instruments? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter Dennebaum is away from  
July 12 until August 17. 

For Pastoral issues please contact  
Rev. Bonnie Hardy  at barbra.bhnotes@gmail.com or  

760-291-7868 (c) 

It is worth checking now and then the site of our missionary associate Michael Joseph in 
Colombia. Address is http://colombiacalling.blogspot.com 

The Gabriel’s Horn is a publication of  the Congregation . 
 

Please feel therefore free to share with us in the Gabriel’s Horn 
 

o a story from your life, 
o an exciting project you do in your professional life or 

o tell us an important project you do within your commission. 
 

Peter 
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 AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

 Joseph Darling-LaGamma, Louise Green, Hart Nelsen, Gail Spane, Patti Dinkelmeyer, 
Sandy Sorensen, Peter Gerlach-Mack, Catherine Spinella, Nan McConnell, Susan Peacock, 
Cathy Harrison, Faye Codding, Ryan Sullivan Goff-Glennon, Barbara Rice, John Sherry, 
Antonio Rodriguez, Fredda Sparks, Bob Dinkelmeyer, Richard Griffis, Jessica Hobbs 
Chaffee & Liam Hobbs Chaffee  
 

 
 

                           COFFEE HOUR HOSTS FOR AUGUST 
  

8       Ruth Shinn, Randy Jones, Priscilla Waters 
15     Bob and Jennifer Dinkelmeyer, Barbara Hayes, Virginia Gaddis 
22     Bonnie Hardy, Bill Middleton, Nick and Nan McConnell 
29     Liz and Lance Warren, John and Carolyn Marsh 

 
 
 
 

CALENDAR FOR AUGUST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 2 

Sunday, August 15 
11:00 Care of Parish  
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Worship 
Preaching: Linda Carder 
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
Tuesday, August 17 
   6:30  Council 
Thursday, August 119 
   5:45  Outreach & Membership 
Commission 

WEEK 3 

Sunday, August 22 
11:00  Christian Education  
           Commission 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Worship  
Preaching: Peter Dennebaum 
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
Monday, August 23 
Deadline – Gabriel’s Horn 
Tuesday, August 24 
7:00 pm – Homecoming Task Force 
Wednesday, August 25 
  7:00   20s/30s Stammtisch  
 

WEEK 1 

Sunday, August 8 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Music Worship Service 
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
Monday, August 9 
   6:30  Finance Commission 
Wednesday, August 11 
   7:00  Social Action Commission 

WEEK 4 

Sunday, August 29 
12:00 Bible Workbench  
  1:00 Worship Service 
Preaching: Bonnie Hardy 
  2:00 Fellowship Hour 
 

Website: www.fccuccdc.org; Email: fcc@fccuccdc.org 
Phone Office: 202-628-4317; Phone Peter: 202-441-6950 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am – 2:00 pm 

You can also check FC calendar at 
our website www.fccuccdc.org  

 


